
 
I Didn’t Grow Up Episcopalian: What is Stewardship & Why Is It Important? 

BEYOND THE PLATE:  MAKING “CENTS” OF OUR ANNUAL GIVING 

Every fall at St. Mary’s we set aside a few weeks to discuss the church’s finances 

and to ask people to consider their giving to our parish for the upcoming year. It’s 

known and talked about as Stewardship or as the Stewardship Campaign. But for 

those of us who did not grow up in the Episcopal tradition it can be a disorienting 

experience.  

Below are the thoughts that crossed one parishioner’s mind when she was new to 

St. Mary’s and new to the Episcopal church: 

Is Stewardship about tithing? What is that and how much is that? 

The Catholics rarely talk about finances or giving, except for 

special collections – the nuns in Calcutta, the orphans in Peru. I 

just didn’t grow up in a church that talked about money so I’m 

feeling a little awkward.  

If any of the above resonates, this installment of our “Beyond the Plate: Making 

Cents of our Annual Giving” is for you! 

Stewardship is about taking care of and supporting our spiritual home here at St. 

Mary’s.  Our Stewardship campaign is when we formally ask all parishioners to 

make a thoughtful, prayerful and intentional commitment to financially support 

the ministry and mission of our church. Pledging is simply promising to give a 

certain amount of money to St. Mary’s in the following year. This is accomplished 

by completing a pledge form that indicates the amount of your pledge and when 

you intend to give the money, i.e. weekly, monthly, etc. You can even set it up as 

an automatic withdrawal! 

  



Pledges support the life of the parish in many wonderful ways, including: 

 Formation – personal growth through Christian education, baptism, 

confirmation and marriage preparation 

 Discipleship – outreach efforts that impact lives through CCA Academy, 

Second Sunday Sack Lunches, Cathedral Shelter Christmas baskets 

 Music ministry – Adult, Gospel and Trebles choirs 

 Clergy and staff who provide uplifting worship and music, pastoral care, 

and parish administration who maintain and care for our worship space, 

property and grounds 

 Routine (and unexpected) building operating expenses 

 

Pledging is not a prerequisite for participating in the life of St. Mary’s. We 

welcome all to share in celebrating our faith regardless of pledge. However, we 

do hope that all who consider themselves members of our vibrant community will 

pledge. Pledging is our best indication of determining the resources we have to 

carry out our ministry for the coming year. The total amount pledged is critical 

information that the vestry uses to set an annual budget and make careful and 

purposeful decisions about church activities, ministry, worship and building 

operations.  

Come this fall when our Stewardship campaign begins, hopefully regardless of 

prior faith tradition, you feel more informed about our giving approach at St. 

Mary’s. 


