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                                                           The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol 

 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven… 
Oh Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

Shhhh… be very quiet.  If we cannot be quiet, we might miss that for which we have been waiting:  

Peace, Joy, & Love.  At the time when our lives tend to be the most frenzied, our faith begs us to slow down 

and quiet our souls.  We have come again to the season of Advent; a new church year has begun.  This is 

more than the church circling back around to where it started in order to do the whole thing all over again; 

the church year is more than a never-ending cycle.  We are invited to enter into an ever-deepening spiral 

where God hollows and blesses time itself; where we draw closer and closer to God with every pass of the 

liturgical arc. 

Complicating our attempts to live into the rhythms of Advent is the “secular marketing of 

Christmas”; the weeks leading up to Christmas have become more of an endurance event than a time to 

quietly savor.  Halloween candy is barely off store shelves before we are assaulted by Christmas decorations 

and holiday sales.  By the time we reach Advent, it seems like old news rather than good news.  While the 

season of advent is an “old-ish”* tradition, the season, with its counter-cultural tempo and perplexing 

scriptural texts, always challenges us in new ways.  The readings for Advent offer us another vision (a 

“peek” as Dan would say) surprising and renewing, even shocking and difficult.   Each week of Advent we 

are called to look at our own lives, the world around us, and our relationship with God in ways that feel 

upside-down and backwards.  Take just a few minutes each week and follow along – you’ll enjoy the quiet! 

 

Week One – November 28th – December 4th  
 

READINGS:  Isaiah 2.1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13.11-14, Matthew 24.36-44 

 

UPSIDE-DOWN & BACKWARDS:  What are you getting ready for?  Christmas is in many ways like 

celebrating an anniversary – we remember that God came among as a baby.  In Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection we see God’s plans for humanity fully realized.  In Advent we are reminded that our real work 

– our job as Christians – is to prepare for when Jesus comes again.  We are to stay awake, to be constantly 

on the lookout for Jesus’ activity in our lives and in the world around us.   Where do you see God at work?  

Is it what/who you were expecting?  

 

 
 

Continued → 
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Week Two – December 5th – 11th  

 

READINGS:  Isaiah 11.1-10, Psalm 72, Romans 15.4-13, Matthew 3.1-12 

 

UPSIDE-DOWN & BACKWARDS:  John the Baptist saw that people would need to change their ways in 

order to accept God’s messiah into their lives.  He called people to repent, to turn away from what they were 

doing in order to do something new.  John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as that something new.  Is there 

something you need to leave behind in order to enter more fully into relationship with God?  How does your 

life point to Jesus?  Who inspires you?  How do you inspire others? 

 

Week Three:  December 12th – 18th 
 

READINGS:  Isaiah 35.1-10, Psalm 146, James 35.1-10, Matthew 11.2-11 

 

UPSIDE-DOWN & BACKWARDS:  We spend an awful lot of our time living in-between.  Between 

beginnings and endings and beginnings again.  Much in our lives has begun but is not fully realized – 

already but not yet.  The new life promised to us by God in Jesus Christ is already here but still to come.  

Like Isaiah we long for a day when the blind see and the lame leap like deer.  The day is here and yet still 

we wait.  What does it feel like to wait?  Do you rush from one thing to the next so that you will not have to 

wait?  As Christians, we are called to WAIT.  But this in not a passive state!   

 
Week Four:  December 19th – 24th  

 

READINGS:  Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80, Romans 1.1-7, Matthew 1.18-25 

 

UPSIDE-DOWN & BACKWARDS:  Often the closer we get to an anticipated event, the harder it 

becomes to wait quietly and to keep watching and listening for God among us.   As we spiral deeper into our 

journey with God, the questions we must ask ourselves become more vexing.  Yet those same questions are 

pregnant with great reward if we are willing to engage.  In Psalm 80 the psalmist asks, “O Lord God of 

hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?”  Are there things we do to ‘please God’ that 

do nothing to enhance our relationship with God?  Are we honest with God about our despair and dread?  

What about other relationships?  Do we engage in self-destructive behavior just to keep the peace?   

 Jesus is hailed as Emmanuel, God-with-us.  In his very name, the Son of God proclaims just how 

with us and for us God really is.  God understands that life is not easy.  God has slipped into skin and walks 

among us in a totally new way offering us peace and joy and love – new life!   

 

No ear my hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, 

still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

*The first historical reference to Advent is not found until the latter 6
th
 century.  For those who study church 

liturgy as their vocation, a tradition is only “truly old” if it developed in the “ancient church” – during the 1
st
 

– 3
rd
 centuries!  

 

Blessings, 

 

Sarah+ 
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                                                                   The Rev. Dan Justin 

 
The Community of Faith 

 

While I was home for the Thanksgiving Holiday visiting my family I had the opportunity to attend an event 

at my parent’s church.  They attend a large, evangelical church that is nothing like St. Mary’s.  The event 

was an all day open house the day after Thanksgiving.  The idea was to provide a place to come and have 

peace, quiet and reflection amidst the craziness of shopping on Black Friday. 
 

The church set up stations all throughout the building for people to move through and spend time with.  

Some stations used artwork – some of which were my father’s paintings, and other media giving people the 

chance to reflect.  Some stations were interactive where you might have to write something or do 

something.  Quiet music was playing throughout the place.  I must say, I was very impressed with 

everything. 
 

As you moved through all the stations you would eventually end up in the front of the church where 

“communion” was set up.  There on the stage were platters of broken up saltine crackers and little plastic 

cups of grape juice.  There were signs inviting you to quietly and reflectively take communion.  I stood 

nearby and watched people come to this station, kneel down alone, and take communion. 
 

Now I don’t mean to criticize or sound elitist – but as I watched this unfold I could not help but think that 

this church was inadvertently feeding one of the greatest problems with the Church today!  Christianity, by 

design, is to be lived in community.  It is not meant to be a private journey of faith for the individual.  The 

Eucharist is a family meal to which all are invited.  We come together – never alone!  At the table we 

remember that we are accepted by God.  We come to the table with our family – just as we are accepted by 

God we accept one another.   
 

The holidays can be a time of isolation for so many people.  Loneliness can weigh heavily on people.  A 

spirituality that promotes individual faith has the potential of feeding this isolation.  While it is imperative 

that we have a deep personal spirituality – we must never lose sight of the important of the community of 

faith.  Episcopal/Anglican spirituality has community and common prayer at its heart.  The community and 

our common prayer is the center of our life of faith.  The community of faith – this community of faith – is 

here to remind you that you are not alone.   
 

This Advent and Christmas season St. Mary’s offers numerous opportunities for reflection, worship and 

communion.  Come and join the community!  And feel free to leave the crackers and grape juice at home.  

An entire feast has been laid out before you and you are part of the family that gathers around the table.   
 

May you have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
 

Blessings, 

 

Dan+ 
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St. Mary’s has long history of being a “mentoring” parish.  Over the years, we have 

welcomed those in discernment, seminarians, and curates into our midst for continued 

formation.  Their presence among us has always been gift – St Mary’s has always been 

enhanced and fed by these mentoring relationships.  Recently, another such opportunity 

walked through our open doors.  Kat Banakis is a candidate for holy orders in the Diocese 

of Connecticut.  She has returned “home” to Illinois and hopes to find a call here after her 

ordination to the Transitional Deaconate early this summer.  She will be among us until that 

time and it will be our pleasure!  Below, she offers her greetings: 
 

 

Hello St. Mary's!  You may have seen my curly brown head up in the choir or at coffee hour 

or some other spot.  I'm Kat Banakis from Palatine.  In between graduating from Fremd High 

School and now moving back to Palatine to be close to family, I worked as a lobbyist in 

Washington DC and as a non-profit fundraiser out in Silicon Valley in California.  I hold a 

BA and Masters of Divinity both from Yale University, and I am slated for ordination into 

the Episcopal transitional diaconate in June of 2011.   

 

This year, I am spending my days working for Grenzebach, Glier, and Associates, a 

philanthropic consulting firm, and many Sundays between now and June, I will be at St. 

Mary's.  I completed all of my formal field work while I was in seminary, but I began the 

ordination process late, so I'm still in the midst of observation and discernment.  Basically 

that means that for this year I get to just be present at St. Mary's and to worship and grow 

among you and help out however is needed.  So I'll do some singing, some reading, some 

preaching, some chaperoning, and a lot of getting to know all of you as best I can.  If you see 

me flitting about, PLEASE introduce yourself.  I promise to get your name as soon as I can.  

I really look forward to worshiping among you all this year. 
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                                                                                                                                           By Barbara Needleman 
 

Thank you for participating in the CAT Survey and cottage meetings. 149 people completed the CAT 

Survey which represents 69% of our average church attendance and 81 people attended a follow-up cottage 

meeting.  The depth of the discussions and the openness in sharing thoughtful comments and opinions 

illustrated once again just how committed we are to our parish life at St. Mary's.  Detailed below is a 

summary of the CAT Survey results and thoughts and comments from the cottage meetings.  The article is 

lengthy, but I think it's important to share the breadth and depth of the responses with you.  If you'd like to 

see the complete CAT Survey results, copies are available in the Parish Office. 

 

Our next steps are to utilize this information to develop the Strategic Plan, which we plan to have completed 

by March 2011.  We'll be sharing our progress with you and ask for more of your input as we work on the 

plan.  In the meantime, please feel free to call or e-mail me if you have any thoughts or questions on the 

CAT Survey and the cottage meetings. 

 

Thank you again for your time, input and thoughtfulness. 

 

Barbara Needleman 

847-430-8068 

bsneedleman@gmail.com 

CAT Survey and Cottage Meetings 
What We Said 

 

Healthy and strong congregation.  2007:  Slightly healthier and stronger. 
• Member Satisfaction:  Average now, Very High in 2007 

• Our Energy:  High now, Very High in 2007 

• More people indicated that they're on the fence now than in 2007, meaning that they don't clearly 

agree or disagree with the statements on member satisfaction and energy in the CAT Srurvey.  36-

39% are on the fence now versus 15-17% in 2007.   

 

Top Five Drivers of Member Satisfaction 
We indicated that we feel strongly about these drivers of member satisfaction.  Doing these well will 

improve member satisfaction. 

1. Our Rector helps us accomplish our mission by bringing out the best in everyone. 

2. We want to be excited about our church activities and do those activities meaningfully. 

3. Our worship services must be exceptional in both quality and spiritual content 

4. Our leaders must be representative of the membership. 

5. Our Rector must articulate a clear vision for our church and keep it before us in a compelling way. 

 

Here are comments from the cottage meetings on member satisfaction and the top five drivers: 

 

- People value fellowship – we like that parish life is inclusive and progressive and we like the music, choir, 

sermons, community (relationships), Christian formation, youth groups. 

- People would like more variety in worship and music.  Saturday service got high marks from those who 
attended.  

                                                                        Continued → 
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- Some feel the music needs to be changed-up; it’s heading too much towards “high church”. 

- More Gospel Choir, add in contemporary, bluegrass, jazz. 

- Music needs to be easier to sing, bring out the musical talents of the congregation…equated music to 

fellowship…we all need to be able to sing the hymns together. --- Let’s speak the Lord’s Prayer, too hard to 

sing.  

- More communication of Vestry activities. 

- Concern that we are becoming rector-centric. The church is all of us, and it’s our job to articulate vision 

and keep it front and center. 

- We need to foster a shared sense of leadership, more involvement of the congregation. 

- Rector needs to steer, but don’t want to turn the responsibility over to the Rector – too much pressure on 

the Rector. 

- Vestry should continue to have members from all of the key demographics of the congregation or at least 

be able to properly represent the various demographic sub-groups. 
 

Top Five Drivers of Energy 
We are energized by the following: 

1. The whole spirit in our congregation makes people want to get as involved as possible. 

2. We do not want a large amount of conflict in our congregation. 

3. We want our church to prepare our members for ministry by helping them discern their gifts. 

4. We want our Rector to articulate a clear vision for our church and keep it before us in a compelling 

way. 

5. We want our Rector to help us accomplish our mission by bringing out the best in everyone. 
 

Here's what we said about our energy at the cottage meetings: 

- Church activities outside of Sunday mornings are harder to add to the schedule for some and evening 

activities are difficult for those who don’t want to drive at night. A ride sharing/shuttle service may be 

helpful. 

- Sunday adult education would be better, because we’re already at St. Mary's. 

- General feeling that St. Mary’s has had a reputation for pushing the envelope – exciting, stimulating – 

challenging ourselves even though what we do may not be the ‘right way.’   

- What’s the next big thing? PADS, Open Door were big energizing projects in the past.  What do we do 

next? 

- I come to church to get ‘gassed up.’  I want to be surprised.  Want to come to avoid missing something 

really meaningful. 

- We seem to be pushing the “easy button”.  We need to challenge ourselves more.  We need a new focus. 

- High praise for Adult Formation programs. 
 

Top Priorities 
The focus of our priorities in the 2010 survey is finances, ministry and outreach.  In 2007 we identified 

pastoral care and education as top priorities.  We identified the following top priorities in the 2010 survey: 
1. Developing spiritual generosity to financially support the ministry of the church. 

2. Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people. 

3. Expand outreach ministries that provide direct services to those living on the margins of society 

 
 

Continued → 
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Here's what we said about each of the priorities: 

 

1.  Like transparency on financial issues, snippets in bulletin and Messenger. 

- Still confused about abundance-based giving. 

- Want to honor time/talent contributions as well.  Bring back the time and talent card along with the pledge 

card. 

- Implement a wish list…what does St. Mary’s need for Sunday school, for maintenance, etc?  Publish on 

the web site, in the Messenger. 

- Implement a list of what people do, their professions, so that parishioners can call on each other for help. 

 

2.  General feeling we need to determine how we want to grow and how much we want to grow. 

- We need to encourage new members with more and better follow-up after their first visit.  We should bring 

back the shepherding program where new people are matched with current parishioners. Give new 

members a tour of the building. 

- We shouldn’t only contact people at pledge time.  We need to re-engage people.  If someone hasn’t been in 

church for awhile, follow up with them. 

- Look at how we stay in touch with people…Web? Facebook? Phone?  In-person? 

 

3.  Outreach makes people feel good about their pledge.  We want to be hands on.  Would like to see 

Outreach specifically in Park Ridge Community (hot line for teens/elderly). 

- Look for new possibilities, e.g., day/ weekend of service in community involving the entire church, perhaps 

50 to 100 projects. 

- Some concern that we need to pay our own bills before Outreach.  We shouldn’t cut our own programs 

(Christian Formation), so that we can give money to Outreach.   

- Outreach should be more committed to our local community, including St. Mary’s itself.  We need to heal 

ourselves before we can heal others. 

We sant more congregational input into our partners and ongoing reviews of partners. 

 

Performance Indices  
These indices include hospitality, morale, conflict management, governance, readiness for ministry, 

engagement in education and worship and music.  Overall, we indicated lower scores for each of these areas 

in 2010 versus 2007 with worship and music and governance showing the greatest change.  

o Worship and music were down from 87%  in 2007 to 48%  in 2010. 

� The worship and music index captures how we feel about the quality of our worship 

experience.  Worship and music are critical to morale, staisfaction and energy. 

o Governance declined from 100% in 2007 to 60% in 2010. 

� The governance index measures how we feel about the deicision-making structures 

and how open these structures and processes are to our concerns and input.    

• Spiritual vitality increased from15% in 2007 to 17% in 2010 

o This index measures the degree to which we believe that our faith is central to our lives and 

correlates with financial giving.  The higher the index, the greater the giving.  Conservative 

churches genrally have higher spiritual vitality ratings. 

  

 

 

Continued → 
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Here are comments from the cottage meetings about worship and music: 

 

- Worship & Music:  Service is too long.  

- Want something that has the power to make me weep.  

- More variety, more inspiration 

- Music should be uplifting, enlivened by sermons.  How can we tie our preaching and liturgy and activities 

of the Church to our vision? 

- Don’t like the new closing…separation between clergy and congregation.  Like the choir processing and 

wrapping around the church while singing the final hymn. 

- Concern that the 8:00 and 10:00 services are mutually exclusive and that a third service will make this 

worse.  We need quarterly get-togethers, social as well as informational rather than gathering once a year 

at the annual meeting. 

 

Progressive-Adaptable Church 
St. Mary's continues to be a very progressive and adaptable church. 

• Progressive theologically and flexible and open to doing things in different ways and willing to 

adapt our worship to meet the needs of our community. 
• We like variety. 

 

What we said in the cottage meetings about this: 

- More openness and freedom in expressing differing opinions of church’s direction.  Conflicting views 

should be encouraged. 

- We pride ourselves on the fact that at St. Mary’s everyone has a place. 

- We would like services to be divided between traditional and progressive versus typically ‘Episcopal’. 

- Want a challenging and stretchy experience that prompts thinking about my life and how I spend my time 

and resources differently. 

 
Other Comments: 
We asked a few supplemental questions regarding our understanding of financcial information, a third 

service and the type of third service we would enjoy.  Here are the results from these questions: 

• We need to better understand and support abundance-based giving. 

o We are giving 1.98% of our household income to St. Mary’s. The national average is 2.5%. 

• We can do a better of communicating financial information more regularly. 

• We need to continue to discuss our funding priorities. 

• If we added a third service, most of us would be likely to attend on Saturday evening once or twice a 

month. 

• 48.5% of us would like this service to be an alternative service featuring a variety of liturgies. 

 

What we said in the cottage meetings: 

- We don’t know who our members are.  We need to define membership. Should only active members vote? 

Should we have membership qualifications? 

- Don’t like financial surprises. We need better communication…Quarterly meetings. 

- Lay healers…who are these people and how did they get trained.  All of sudden one day they were there. 

- We need more activities for older women, how about during the day? All we have now is the Treasure 

Chest. 

- Third service is another direction, thoroughly enjoyed, very moving. It doesn’t replace current services. 

- Third service should help to attract new people, and frequency should be guided by attendance. 
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                                                   By Kevin McKelvie 

         Lessons and Carols 
 
On Sunday, 5 December at 5 p.m. the Parish and Treble Choirs of St. Mary’s will present a Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.  The service is based on one that has been sung annually since 1918 at King’s College 
Chapel in Cambridge, England. 
 

At once solemn and joyful, the Festival of Lessons and Carols evokes the dual meaning of the Advent season: 
the hope of the Messiah, and the Second Coming at the End of the Age through the radiant music of the Parish 
and Treble Choirs with selected readings read by members of the St. Mary’s community.  Through music and 
readings, the Festival of Lessons and Carols explores Christian themes of God's Advent and Incarnation in 
Jesus Christ:  Music by Palestrina, Ferko, Manz, Howells, Rachmaninoff, Orem and Halley. 
 

Come celebrate the season with family and friends.   
A reception will follow in the Grauer Lounge. 

 
 

            Help Keep Music Alive and Vital at St. Mary’s 
 
As budgets shrink and things change, it is my wish that you will consider a gift to the Music Fund this Holiday 
Season.  The Music Fund helps us keep programming alive and vital for worship at St. Mary’s beyond the 
regular Church budgeting process.  Whether it is a “normal” Sunday 10 a.m. service, an austere service on Good 
Friday or a great festive service on Easter Sunday, music is an important and key element which lends beauty, 
meaning and grace to the spoken word.  There are several ways to give – a check made out to St Mary’s with 
MUSIC FUND listed on the memo line; you can set up a credit card donation through the church office; and of 
course cash! 
 
Also, please consider contributing your time and talents to one of our fine choirs: The Parish Choir, Gospel 
Choir and the Treble Choir.  Stay tuned for more ways to be involved in the coming New Year. 
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                                                                      Roberta Skelton  
 

 Soon after Roberta Skelton retired nineteen years ago as a vice president 

from Continental Bank, a close friend asked if she could lend a hand at 

Christmas time at St. Cyprian’s Food Pantry.  “I went there to work at Christmas, 

and then I came back after Christmas. I’ve been there ever since,” Roberta 

recalled.  

 Today, what is known as St. Cyprian’s Ecumenical Food Pantry, located at 

the United in Faith Lutheran Church at 6535 W. Irving Park in Chicago, serves 

hundreds of families and individuals in need with groceries and presents for 

children at Christmas.  With the holidays fast approaching, Roberta has been 

busy in recent weeks interviewing families who want Christmas presents for 

their children and helping to hand out groceries for Thanksgiving. Given the 

economic recession, the number of people in need seeking help from St. 

Cyprian’s has increased dramatically.  This year, St. Cyprian’s will provide 

Christmas presents and groceries for more than 300 families—in addition to food 

given to individuals in need, older couples without young children, and senior 

citizens. 

 Fortunately, many area churches and even a Chicago high school sponsor 

food drives during the holidays to help pantries like St. Cyprian’s. “We’ll run 

through all that food in a short time,” Roberta said. “The food that arrives in the 

morning is often gone by the time we close.” 

 For people and families in need, the holidays are not the only difficult 

times. St. Cyprian’s provides food year-round, which is why St. Mary’s holds 

food collection drives several times a year. (Roberta says to expect the next one 

after January 1.)  

Roberta’s volunteer work at St. Cyprian’s is a true labor of love. “What 

brings me joy is seeing the people through the years and helping them. It really 

does as much for me as it does for them,” she reflected. Especially rewarding, 

she added, are the former recipients at St. Cyprian’s who come back to volunteer.  

 Even though the holidays are very busy, as she collects presents from St. 

Mary’s to be distributed to families in the food pantry’s service area, Roberta 

looks forward to it every year. “I feel that I am contributing something to 

humanity. There are so many things you can’t do in this world. But I have found 

a little niche that I have enjoyed.” 
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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church invites everyone to participate in this 
fall’s Food For the Journey Wednesday evening classes, starting at 
7 pm.  This year we are offering a variety of classes on a variety of 

topics.   
 

Here is the schedule: 
 

 

December 1  Discerning YOUR Ministry (Part 2) 
 

December 8  The Early Church 
The church has a fascinating history.  Join 

David Grauer as he explores the Church from 

its earliest beginnings and how it developed in 

its first few hundred years. 
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Advent Schedule 
*Nursery Available to Dec 24th at 4pm service 

 
Sunday, November 28th 

Family sing and Sunday school classes as usual 
Advent Wreath making during coffee hour 

 
 
 

Sunday, December 5th 
 Family sing and Sunday school classes as usual 

5 p.m., Lessons and Carols Service 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 12th 
 Family sing and Sunday school classes as usual 

 
 
 

Sunday, December 19th 
Family sing and Sunday school classes as usual 

4 p.m., Community Carol Sing 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 26th 

 Children are welcome in worship 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 2nd 
Children’s Chapel 
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The Annual Women’s 
Retreat will be held on 
Friday evening, and 

Saturday, February 25th 
and 26th at the Cenacle 

House in Chicago.  
Signup will be January 9th 

thru 16th. 
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Women's Spirituality will meet on Monday, December 
6th, from 7 - 8:30 pm in the Grauer Lounge. We will 
discuss Jesus for President by Shane Claiborne.  
 

Join us on Monday, January 3rd from 7 - 8:30 in the 
Grauer Lounge. We will be discussing Girl Meets 

God:On the Path to a Spiritual Life by Lauren Winner.  New York Times 
Book Review states, "A passionate and thoroughly engaging account of a 
continuing spiritual journey within two profoundly different faiths."  The 
Publisher comments, "Ultimately she learns that faith takes practice and 
belief is an ongoing challenge. Like Anne Lamott's, Winner's journey to 
Christendom is bumpy, but it is the rocky path itself that makes her a 
perfect guide to exploring spirituality in today's complicated world. Her 
engaging approach to religion in the twenty-first century is illuminating, 
thought-provoking, and most certainly controversial." 
               
 All women are welcome. Join us whether or not you have read the book, 
and enjoy an evening of good conversation and fellowship.   For more 
information please contact the Rev. Martha Durham 
at martha@stmaryspr.org. 
 

 
 

Following is the list of books and 
  upcoming dates for the 2010-2011 year. 

 
    January 3, 2011     Girl Meets God:On the Path to a Spiritual Life by Lauren Winner 

    February 7,2011    Finding Our Way Again by Brian McLaren 

    March 7, 2011  Sacred Choices(Sacred Energies Series) by Daniel C Maguire 

    April 4, 2011  A People’s History of Christianity by Diana Butler Bass 

    May 2, 2011  Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis 

    June 6, 2011  Great Emergence by Phyliss Tickle 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
17 

 

 

 

        LOOKS WHO’S BEEN MUGGED! 
 
 

Sunday School List:  *Maggie Moseley, Anita Zoerink, Dorothy Byrd, Ann Curet, Kathy 

Wood Smith, Kristin Karas, Sue O’Grady Janet Mital, Heather Simpson, Carol Johnson, Fran 

Kokes, Jay Needleman. 
 

Summer Music List: Heidi Mayer, Meredith Bonk, Jonathan Oblander 

Lindsay Ashcroft, Jean Borrelli, Vince Dinwiddie, Robby Moss, Alex Heyde, Jim Beyer, Barbara Scavone, 

Joe Lill, *Cheryl Kreiman. 
 

Gospel Choir List: Sally Manning, Curt Manning, Kate Manning, *Stephanie Kitt, Jackie Totsch, Tim 

Carlson, Kathy McIntyre, *Dave, *Terri and Robert Mazza, Jim and Dylan Garbarini, Wes Durham, Jane 

Parker, Bob Black, Sol Parenti. Jay and Barb Needleman, Paula Gleason Risk, Ed Marciciak, Dotti Ellis. 
 

Taize and Music Fund:   Warren Whitely and Winifred Dollie Nieft 
 

Treasure Chest:   Mary Redman, Ellen Zurek, Leona Thomas, Shirley Swanson, Catherine Wortman, 

Carol Johnson, Lynette Garland, Polly Giangreco, Dolores Evett, *Jeanne Marshall, *Maggie Moseley, 

Barbara Bowers, Jean Forrest, Peg Lang, Jeanine Zywiciel, Roberta Skelton, Marie Pride, Desta Elliott, 

Eleanor Lehmann, Barbara Millar, Yvonne House, Jane Moore, Amy Crawford, Barbara Needleman, Judy 

Donovan. 
 

Greeters:  *Stephanie Kitt, Dawn Steffen, Nana Pearlman, *Dave Donovan, *Judy Donovan, *Stew 

Marshall, *Jeanne Marshall, *Ellie Gunther, Sally Fortney, Deb Kelliher, Carolyn Hallman, *David Mazza, 

*Terri Mazza, Leslie Stapleton, Jan Hunsader, Brenda Whitenack, Sue Beyer, Nancy Monroe, *Cheryl 

Kreiman, Linda Olson, *Kit and Pam Nicholson, *Maggie Leroux, Bill Haefling,  
 

Ushers:  Dick Chandler, Jerry Duncan, Tom Durham, *Martha Durham, *Stew Marshall, Jay Needleman, 

*Dave Donovan, *Judy Donovan, Roger Mondlock, Craig Espevik, Nick Espevik, Jim Morris, Trish Morris, 

*Ellie Gunther, *Kit Nicholson, Anna Nicholson, Bill Totsch, Matt Coyne, Roy Waterman, Will Whamond,                               

Debbie Whamond. 
 

St. Mary’s Lock Up Crew:  The McIntyre Family, The Espevik Family, The Mazza Family,  

The Kitt Family, The Durham Family, The Kreger Family, Dan Justin.  
 

Bulletin Printing Staff:  Linda Olson, Lorna Macleish, Barbara Needleman, Marilyn Ballowe, Jan 

Biegert, Sally Fortney, Jeanine Zywiciel, Judy Donovan 
 

The Prayer shawl Group:  Jessica Holler, *Amy Crawford, *Ann Curet, *Barb Bowers, *Barb Needleman, 

Carolyn Hallman, Carter Olson, Cindy Bosy, Jackie Combs Nelson, Cynthia Cushing, Dava Kondiles, Dawn Steffen, 

Debbie Muss, Ellen Herman, Esther Kuntz, Ingrid Ashcroft, *Jackie Totsch, Janet Petran, Kate Maurer, *Stephanie 

Kitt, Katherine Waterman, *Kathy McIntyre, *Katherine Wood, Kristin Jacobsen, Maggie Leroux, *Maggie Moseley, 

*Martha Durham, Nancy Zeppos, *Sally Manning, Sara Nelli.  
 

Youth Group Leaders: *Dave Mazza, Jessica Holler, Jen Culbertson, Leslie Stapleton, *Kathy McIntyre, Allen 

Bliss, Kurt Dinse, Kevin Chrisos, Adrienne Grove 
 

The Altar Guild: Barb Bowers, Trish Morris, Karen Reid, Leona Thomas, Marilyn Frederiksen, Maggie Moseley, 

Eleanor Lehmann, JoAnn Marciciak, Judy Donovan, Tricia Crisafulli, Desta Elliott, Debbie Whamond, Jeanine 

Zywiciel, Carolyn Hallman, Jeanne Marshall, Barb Needleman 
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           Volunteers are needed to help set up for the New Year's Eve Taize service.                                                             

   Please contact Cheryl Kreiman if you can help.   
 
                                

Altar Flowers - With the exception of Advent and Lent, flowers are used to 

dress the altar area each Sunday as we partake in our feast at the Lord's 
table.  Following the 10:00am service, the flowers are delivered to home-bound, 
hospitalized, or rehabbing parishioners in the area.  You are welcome to memorialize a 

deceased loved one or offer thanksgiving for a blessing by using one of the yellow envelopes in the 
narthex.  Simply complete the information on the outside and enclose either cash or a check made 
payable to St. Mary's Altar Guild.  The cost of the altar flowers range from $40 to $60 depending on 
the occasion or feast.  Your offering will be appreciated by those of us able to attend church and those 
of us who can only be here in spirit!  If you have any questions, contact Trish Morris at (847) 698-1014. 

 

                                                
Greeters - Each Sunday morning as parishioners and visitors enter the church, they 

are greeted by a parishioner assigned as the official greeter.  As well, the greeter makes 
sure newcomers are introduced to others and invited to coffee hour.  Believe it or not, 
some parishes do not have a like program and greeting is left to chance.  Not at St. 

Mary’s – our sign says “All Are Welcome” and the greeters help to make sure that “All Feel 
Welcome”.   If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact Stephanie Kitt @ 847-698-9771. 

 

 

          
   Sermons on St. Mary’s Website - If you would like to hear one of your 

favorite sermons again, visit St. Mary’s website at www.stmaryspr.org 
 

 
 

Free Notary Public service available to parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church – Need a document notarized? Contact the 

parish administrator at 847-823-4126 Monday thru Friday, 9 am to 5 p.m. 
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Christmas Memorials and Thank Offerings 
 

 

 

 
What a delight it is to enter the church on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas morning and see the bold and beautiful red 

poinsettias!  These are given by parishioners as Memorials for 

loved ones or as Thank Offerings for God’s many blessings.  

Again this year you will have two different ways to request 

Christmas Memorials and Thank Offerings! 

• If you participated last Christmas, you received a letter with 

instructions for participating again. 

• There are request sheets on the tables in the narthex which 

you can complete and return with your check payable to St. 
Mary‘s Altar Guild. 

You can also make offerings for the Music Fund. Those checks 

would be payable to St. Mary’s Church with “Music” indicated 

on the memo line. 

 

These requests must be received by December 15, 2010 in order 
to appear in the Christmas Bulletins. 
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December 5th                                Lessons and Carols 
 
December 18th                       Saturday in the Nave 5 p.m. 
                                                  “A Season for Healing”                                         
     
December 19th                      Community Carol Sing 4 p.m. 

     
December 24th                                 Christmas Eve  
                                                  4 p.m. and 10/10:30 p.m. 
 
December 25th                              Christmas Day 10 a.m. 
 
December 26th                       First Sunday after Christmas  
                                                          8 and 10 a.m. 
 
December 31st                                   New Years Taize  
      
 
    For additional details, please visit our website at www.stmaryspr.org 
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 A bit of History by Peg Lang: 

 

“The Treasure Chest has been called the gold mine in the basement. It’s been a part of St. Mary’s for 

many years, and has raised a lot of money. The Treasure Chest helped pay off the mortgage on the 

new building. That area was once a yard and next to it was an old house that had to be torn down to 

make room for the Chapel. The Treasure Chest was always involved in flea markets and rummage 

sales that kept a lot of people busy every year. There is no reason why it can’t be a good fund raiser 

now. The merchandise is free, the workers are free, so all the sales are profit”. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Treasure Chest is loaded for Christmas! There are decorations, 

ornaments, and many items just for Christmas. It’s the place to find a special 

gift for the “collector” on your list.  
Items are always needed such as: housewares, women’s and children’s 

clothing and accessories along with jewelry and collectibles which are always 

good sellers.  

The “regulars” stop by every week or so, but new customers are needed and 

more than welcome. Come and shop and bring a friend! 
 

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday. 

Closed December 23rd thru January 4th. 
 

For more information,  

please contact Mary Redmann at 847-825-2670. 
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            St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

 CHRISTMAS EVE GET-TOGETHER 
 

 
 

As is our tradition, there will be an opportunity for folks to mix 

and mingle after the late Christmas Eve service.  We 

particularly welcome all those who are in college or out-of-

towners returning for the holidays.  Light refreshments will be 

served. 
 

All Are Welcome!  
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Please Join St. Mary’s Episcopal Church for a 
Taizé Service on New Year’s Eve 

 4:30 p.m. December 31, 2010 
306 S. Prospect 
Park Ridge, IL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taizé prayer is a non-denominational liturgy filled with song, 
scripture and meditation.  The sanctuary is candlelit and 

the music consists of simple melodies and texts that enable 
you to easily enter into a spirit of hope and reflection.     

 
For more information, please contact the 

Parish Office at 847-823-4126. 
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Thank you to All on the 

Road Catering for their 

generous weekly coffee 

hour donation of delicious 

baked goods! 

 
114 Main Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Phone: 847.518.8958 Fax: 847.518.8956 
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¡ V i v a  M é x i c o ! a t  C a f é  L u c c i¡ V i v a  M é x i c o ! a t  C a f é  L u c c i¡ V i v a  M é x i c o ! a t  C a f é  L u c c i¡ V i v a  M é x i c o ! a t  C a f é  L u c c i     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our first wine-tasting event on November 14 to benefit the Diocese of 
Southeast Mexico was a warm, fun and delicious success - what a lovely evening 
was had by all!  And those who left the event early missed out on an irresistible 
array of desserts.  Our generous host Bobby of Café Lucci added his share of 
the wine profits to the cause!  Our deepest appreciation goes out to all who 
donated their time, talent and dollars; especially to the committee members 
Jackie Combs Nelson, Deb Kelliher, Barb Needleman, Paula Gleason Risk, 
Gabrielle Saylor, Leslie Stapleton, and Jackie and Bill Totsch.  Thanks also to 
Erich Totsch for donating Bulls tickets for our live auction.  We raised over 
$3,500 for our projects in Southeast Mexico. 
 
PS:  If Café Lucci is not on your list of favorite restaurants, try it out soon!  
You won’t be disappointed!  YUM! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
26 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aurelius Ambrosius, better known in English as Saint Ambrose (c. between 337 and 

340 – 4 April 397), was a bishop of Milan who became one of the most influential 

ecclesiastical figures of the 4th century. He is counted as one of the four original doctors of 

the Church. Saint Margaret was the daughter of the English prince Edward the Exile, son 

of Edmund Ironside. She was born at Castle Reka near Mecseknadasd, in southern 

Hungary, and raised at its court where her father had settled in exile. Margaret had two 

younger siblings, a brother Edgar and a sister Christina. The provenance of her mother, 

Agatha, is disputed. 

Ambrose was born into a Roman Christian family between about 337 and 340 and was 

raised in Trier. His father was Ambrosius Aurelianus,
 
 the praetorian prefect of Gaul; his 

mother was a woman of intellect and piety. Ambrose's siblings, Satyrus (who is the subject 

of Ambrose's De excessu fratris Satyri) and Marcellina, are also venerated as saints. There 

is a legend that as an infant, a swarm of bees settled on his face while he lay in his cradle, 

leaving behind a drop of honey. His father considered this a sign of his future eloquence 

and honeyed tongue. For this reason, bees and beehives often appear in the saint's 

symbology. 

After the early death of his father, Ambrose followed his father's career. He was educated 

in Rome, studying literature, law, and rhetoric. Praetor Anicius Probus first gave him a 

place in the council and then in about 372 made him consular prefect or "Governor" of 

Liguria and Emilia, with headquarters at Milan, which was then (beside Rome) the second 

capital in Italy.  

Ambrose was the Governor of Aemilia-Liguria in northern Italy until 374 when he became 

the Bishop of Milan. He was a very popular political figure, and since he was the Governor 

in the effective capital in the Roman West, he was a recognizable figure in the court of the 

Emperor Valentinian I. Ambrose never married. 
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  Messenger Newsletter 
  submission…. 
If you are interested in submitting 

material for the January 2011 

Messenger newsletter, submissions 

must be made on or before December 

23rd. Submissions received after this 

date will be placed in the following 

month’s newsletter. Please email to:  

parishadmin@stmaryspr.org.  

 

Messenger birthday and 
anniversary list…. 
If your name is not located on the 

birthday or anniversary list for this 

month, we apologize and ask that you 

please contact Christina Rompon at:  

847-823/4126 or email to 

parishadmin@stmaryspr.org with your 

date of birth or anniversary date so that 

we can place it in all future newsletters 

and bulletins. 

 
 

St. Mary’s 
General Notice #1:  
In an effort to update our safety 

protocols for emergency situations, we 

would like to request that should there 

ever be a need to vacate St. Mary’s, the  

procedure would be to exit the building 

and if children have accompanied you to 

church, to meet them in the play lot. 

 

 

 

 
 

   St. Mary’s December 2010 
   Calendar of Services and Events 

 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 
       9:00 a.m. Advent Quiet Morning in the Chapel 

7:00 p.m. Food for the Journey: Discerning your Ministry (2) 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2010  
Second Sunday in Advent 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite I) 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite II) 

5:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols  
 

Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
9:00 a.m. Advent Quiet Morning in the Chapel 

7:00 p.m. Food for the Journey: The Early Church 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2010 
Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite I) 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite II) 

 
Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

9:00 a.m. Advent Quiet Morning in the Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 18, 2010 
5:00 p.m. Saturday in the Nave 

 
Sunday, December 19, 2010 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite I) 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite II) 

4:00 p.m. Community Carol Sing 
 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 
9:00 a.m. Advent Quiet Morning in the Chapel 

 
                                      Friday, December 24, 2010 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Youth Service in the church 

10:00 p.m. Traditional service w/choir in the church 
 

                                     Saturday, December 26, 2010 
Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service in the church 
 

                                    Sunday, December 26, 2010 
First Sunday after Christmas 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite I) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church (Rite II) 
 

Wednesday, December 29, 2010 
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

 

Friday, December 31, 2010 
4:30 p.m. Taize service in the church 
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Come to the Community Carol Sing on 
Sunday, Dec 19th at 4pm. 

 

 
 

We will sing Christmas Carols, make 
ornaments, drink cider and eat cookies and 
close with an informal eucharist.  Fun for all 

ages! Bring your camera! 
 

For more information, contact the parish 
office at 847-823-4126 
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BRENT HOUSE 
 
 

  “We would like to thank St. Mary’s Episcopal Church for its donation of $500 toward the 

work of our ministries here at Brent House, The Episcopal Center at the University of Chicago. The 

leadership and involvement of undergraduate and graduate students has been inspiring. These are young 

adults who are deeply engaged with their faith and are committed to both Christian community and 

Christian service, ministering to each other, to the communities around them, and the world beyond”. 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rev. Stacy Alan 

Chaplain 

stacyalan@brenthouse.org 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
         CCA 

 

  ACADEMY 
 

“Thank you for your contribution of $2,000. Your continued support not only helps to fill the gaps in 

resources but it provides us with constant affirmation that we are not on this journey alone. This year we 

are investing your funds into the science lab. We had to buy environmental science books ($3,218), spent 

funds ($1,608) to ensure that we have supplies needed for experiments twice monthly, and have invested 

$1,225 in securing animals for the science lab”. We have experienced over $250,000 in cuts this year. We 

have not cut any staff, but did not replace a person who left. We cut overnight college trips, student monthly 

incentive trips, cut staff fringes, and almost every other line item. Keep us in your hearts and your prayers. 

Pray that people see Christ in us”. 

Sincerely, 

Myra Sampson, EdD 

Executive Director/Principal 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 “On behalf of all of our children and families, thank you for your donation of $500 to Lawrence Hall Youth 

Services. Your gift is deeply appreciated and will help us to continue to provide for our children. Such 

support from our friends contributes to the success of each and every one of the children at Lawrence Hall. 

On Aug. 5, 15 high school seniors from Lawrence Hall’s Therapeutic Day School celebrated their 2010 

graduation. Graduates enthusiastically cheered as Renesha Frasier spoke of unity in her graduation speech 

saying we have all come a long way, despite the bumps in the road. But no matter how difficult it got, westill 

came together as one”. Thanks so much! 

Sincerely, 

Mary H. Hollie 

                        Chief Executive Officer 
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 ~ December 2010 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

Viola Jager 
2  
 

3  
Mary Redmann 

 

Craig Schiller 

4  
James Harbert 

 

Debbie Whamond 

5  
Kristin Jacobsen 

 

Sara McKitrick 
 

Claudia Ferguson 

6  
Mark 

Ferguson 

7  
Kaitlyn Davis 

 
Charles Bliss 

 
Elliot Bliss 

8  
William Barker lll 

 

Zachary Clauss 

9  
Bill Barker IV 

 
Carol Sipe 

 

Petra Nelson 
 

Alexander Heyde 
 

Ellen Herman 
 

Anniversary: 
Charles and 

Nancy Enblom 
 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Courtney Burns 

13  
John Heyde 

14  
Henry Caldwell 

 

David Martin 

15  
Michael Crawford 

 
Zachary Bosy 

16  
 

17  
Cindy Bosy 

18  
 

19  
Emily Yurkovic 

 

Lucille Adamick 

20  
Emily Wood-

Smith 
 

Maggie 
Moseley 

21  
 

22  
Dolores Rix 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Martha Durham 

 

Allan Shampine 

26  
 

27  
Zachary Beyer 

 
Genevieve 
Sciortino 

28  
 

29  
Alexis Espevik 

 
Anniversary: 

Eric and Sarah 
Odderstol 

 
Robert and 

Barbara Dudley 
 

30  
Linda Olson 

31  
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 Holiday Cheesecake 
 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs 

• 1/2 cup pecan, toasted and finely chopped 

• 2 tablespoons light brown sugar 

• 6 tablespoons butter, melted 

FILLING: 
• 4 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, softened 

• 1 cup sugar 

• 3 teaspoons vanilla extract 

• 4 eggs, lightly beaten 

• 1 cup (6 ounces) miniature semisweet chocolate chips 

TOPPING: 
• 2 cups (16 ounces) sour cream 

• 1/4 cup sugar 

• Assorted candies                                      DIRECTIONS: 

• Place an ungreased 9-in. springform pan on a double thickness of heavy-duty foil (about 18 in. 

square). Securely wrap foil around pan.  

• In a small bowl, combine cracker crumbs, pecans and brown sugar; stir in butter. Press onto bottom 

and 1-1/2 in. up the sides of prepared pan. Place on a baking sheet. Bake at 350° for 5 minutes. Cool 

on a wire rack.  

• In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese, sugar and vanilla until smooth. Add eggs; beat on low speed 

just until combined. Fold in chocolate chips. Pour into crust. Place in a larger baking pan; add 1 in. 

of hot water to larger pan.  

• Bake at 325° for 1-1/2 hours or until center is just set and top appears dull. In a small bowl, combine 

sour cream and sugar until smooth; spoon over hot cheesecake and spread to cover. Bake for 5 

minutes longer or until topping is just set.  

• Remove springform pan from water bath. Cool on a wire rack for 10 minutes. Carefully run a knife 

around edge of pan to loosen; cool 1 hour longer. Refrigerate overnight. Garnish with 

candies. Yield: 16 servings. 
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Church of the Advent— Is our monthly Soup Kitchen                              

Ministry. We feed the homeless in the Logan Square 

neighborhood every 3
rd
 Saturday of the month during the 

school year. New volunteers are always welcome! 

Contact Gabrielle Saylor at gabrilly2001@yahoo.com 

 
  United Power for Action & Justice Core Team—       

Our faith inspires us to seek social justice for the most 

vulnerable. All who have a concern for justice are 

welcome to join this group who use community 

organizing methods to work for equitable access to 

health care, restrictions on crime guns, affordable 

housing and other issues. Contact Bill Totsch at 847-

823-7734. 

 
Community Christian Alternative (CCA) 
Academy— An inspiring and nurturing small school 

with a track record of successful graduates, CCA gives 

high school dropouts in the Lawndale neighborhood of 

Chicago a second chance to earn their diplomas. 

Volunteer as a classroom assistant, a tutor or in the 

office. Contact Brenda Whitenack at 847-698-0999. 

 

The Treasure Chest— Our resale shop has a long 

history of providing charitable funding for ministry at 

St. Mary’s in the world. Volunteers run the shop and 

maintain a lively fellowship among the workers. 

Contact Mary Redmann at 847-825-2670. 

 

Parish Choir Does It ALL On Sundays! — As the New 

Year begins to unfold with a new budget – the Parish 

Choir has made some changes!  We will no longer be 

having a mid-week rehearsal.  Now is the time to join or 

re-join the Parish Choir, no more pesky Wednesday night 

rehearsals.  It all happens on Sunday mornings now – one 

trip to church for the week – like one stop shopping, you 

can get it all and do it all in one trip.  The schedule is as 

follows: Sunday Mornings from September through May 

Warm-up call 9:00 a.m.; 10 a.m. service; rehearsal 11:30 

a.m. till 12:45 p.m.      Every effort will be made to 

rehearse pieces to be sung several Sundays out; so if you 

have to miss a Sunday, you will not be out of the loop. 

Looking for singers in all voice categories, however we 

really need MEN, especially tenors – come one come all 

– make this your New Year’s resolution!  Sing, Sing, 

SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG! Contact Kevin 

cKelvie for more information – smeckevin@sbcglobal.net 

     
  Treble Choir— An incomparable music education              

for children starting in 2
nd
 grade. Our choirmaster 

trains the trebles to read music, match pitch, sing in an 

ensemble, and make music expressive. Open to 

children in the church and the community. Rehearsals 

are Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Contact Kevin at 

smeckevin@sbcglobal.net 

Acolytes— Carrying the cross and candles as the 

procession enters the liturgy, the acolytes draw our 

attention to the Light of the Christ who we come to  

meet in worship. Our excellent acolyte team encourages 

older youth to train and nurture younger members in the 

discipline of leading worship. Contact Curt Manning at 

847-692-9201 or Dianne Yonkers. 

 

Altar Guild— Who prepares our sanctuary for worship 

with such caring attention? The women of the Altar Guild 

do. This team of women (along with some husbands too) 

takes great care in preparing and decorating the church for 

worship. Contact Barb Bowers at 847-823-0709. 

 

Prayer Shawl— Knit and crochet prayer shawls are 

created for those in need of comfort and solace. Both 

learners and experienced crafters are welcome at once-a-

month meetings. Contact Jessica Holler, 847-222-8038. 

 
Sunday Altar Flower Delivery - Nearly every Sunday 

the altar area of the Church is adorned with two beautiful 

flower arrangements.  As part of their ministry, members 

of this ministry undertake to deliver the flower 

arrangements each Sunday to parishioners suggested by 

the clergy.  These parishioners are selected for a variety 

of reasons. Many of the deliveries recipients of the altar 

flowers are made to parishioners who are homebound, ill, 

recovering, or just released from the hospital.   Other 

times, the altar flowers are delivered to parishioners 

celebrating a birth or some other joyous event.  If you 

would like more information about the ministry,  

telephone Jim Harbert at 847-692-9245. 

 
Office Help— This ministry comes to the aid of office staff 

who have a heavy work load. No special skills necessary, 

but those with office or computer experience are welcome. 

Linda Olson 847-768-9519, will lead this effort, or contact 

the parish office. 

 

Layreaders, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and Chalice 
Bearers — Contact the Rev. David Grauer. 

 
Youth and Children’s Formation & Catechists— 

Journey with our children ages three to eighteen as they 

explore and learn about our faith. Adult catechists work in 

teams; usually responsible for a class twice a month on 

Sunday mornings. The Catechists are trained and given 

support. No experience is needed; many adults come and 

learn with the children. Other opportunities occur 

throughout the year for special events such as the 

Christmas Pageant, Vacation Bible School, Advent Family 

Crafts, and Holy Week Liturgies. Help at all levels is 

welcome! For additional information, please contact 

Martha Durham by email at Martha@stmaryspr.org. 
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                             ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

306 South Prospect Avenue 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Tel:  (847) 823-4126      Fax:  (847) 823-4110 

Website:  www.stmaryspr.org 

Office email:  www.parishadmin@stmaryspr.org 
                                                                                    

                                                                                        MINISTERS 
                                                                        All the people of St. Mary’s 

           The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol, Rector.........................................................................sarah@stmaryspr.org 

   The Rev. Dan Justin, Assistant Rector..........................................................................dan@stmaryspr.org 
  The Rev. David E. Grauer, Deacon............................................................................dgrauerdds@aol.com 
          The Rev. Martha Durham, Deacon.........................................................................martha@stmaryspr.org 

    Kevin McKelvie, Oganist/Choirmaster..............................................................smeckevin@sbcglobal.net 

    Christina Rompon, Parish Administrator.......................................................parishadmin@stmaryspr.org 
            

            Affiliated Clergy 
 
            The Rev. Michael Kitt……………………………………Associate Chaplain, Canterbury Northwestern 

 Joseph Tamborini Czolgosz.....................................Chaplain and Manager, Clinical Pastoral Education 

 The Rev. Clint Moore III......................Clinical Ethicist-Lutheran General Hospital/Children’s Hospital 

 The Rev. James L. Risk III........................................... BCC Executive Director, Bishop Anderson House 

          The Rev. Elizabeth Butler Jameson.....................Vice President, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary 
  

   

                                                                                 WORSHIP 

       Wednesday - 9:00 a.m.  Eucharist in Chapel 

       Sunday - 8 a.m. Eucharist in Church, Rite I, 10 a.m. Eucharist in Church, Rite II, Coffee Hour following 

          Children - Children’s Formation begins at 9:30 a.m. in the Grauer Lounge with a family sing, followed                          

by Sunday School starting at 9:45 a.m. Nursery available, 9:30 a.m. to noon 
                                                                 
                                                                         CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

 

             
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Senior Warden – Curt Manning                                 Parish Treasurer – Kathy Mcintyre 

Junior Warden – Barbara Needleman                       Assistant Treasurer – Jim Morris                                                      

Clerk of the Vestry – Barbara Bowers                      Assistant Treasurer – Roy Waterman   

                                                                                     Assistant Treasurer – Dick Chandler 

                                                                                     Assistant Treasurer – Stewart Marshall                                                     
Vestry Members At Large-                                       Altar Guild Directress – Barbara Bowers 

                             Rob Clarke 

                             Gary Devaney                                Greeters – Stephanie Kitt 

                             Robbie Dorsey                                Ushers – Dick Chandler 

                             Carol Johnson                                 Acolytes – Curt Manning and Dianne Yonkers 

Youth Representative – Nick Espevik                      Lay Readers – Dave  

Commissions                                                                 
Christian Formation - Kathleen Hagenlocker                                                            

Adult Formation – Bill Haefling                                Newsletter Editor – Christina Rompon 

Fellowship – Terri Mazza                                           Worship Commission – Dianne Yonkers                                   

Pastoral Care – Dawn Steffen                                    Treasure Chest – Mary Redmann and Ellen Zurek 

Properties – Jay Needleman 

Outreach – Jackie Combs Nelson & Eric Maurer 

Stewardship – By Committee 

                                                                                  

 


