These St. Mary’s Centennial Commentary articles were compiled by Jeanne Marshall for publication in the newsletter, St. Mary’s Messenger, as part of our centennial celebration.
Two articles appeared each month during the first half of our centennial year of 1995, and covered the years 1895 through 1976

.

ST. MARY'S CENTENNIAL COMMENTARY PRIVATE 

Another special event in the celebration of St. Mary's 100th Anniversary will soon be observed!  Our 10:00 AM service on January 29th, the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, will commemorate the celebration of the first Holy Eucharist service held here in 1895.  Our service will follow as closely as possible the procedures of the 1895 Eucharist, thanks to the research done by Bill Nesbit Jr. at Seabury Western.

At this first Eucharist 45 persons were present, and six made their communions.  The service was conducted by the Reverend Joseph Rushton, general missionary, and the Reverend E. H. Clark, who was later appointed Priest-in-Charge.  At this time St. Mary's was not yet a mission, though regular services had been held since December 16, 1894.  Within weeks following the Eucharist service, on Septuagesima Sunday, the Men's Club met to draw up an application to the Bishop for the establishment of St. Mary's Mission, and a Sunday School with 23 children was organized the same day.  Not to be outdone, 12 women soon met and organized the Guild of St. Mary's Mission, and while meeting weekly and paying 5c dues, chose making marmalade as their first money-making project.  St. Mary's Mission was on the move!

Let us celebrate together this historic and meaningful Eucharist - it's an occasion you won't want to miss!

Coming in the next issue of The Messenger:

Mr. Alvah W. Doran of the Western Theological Seminary conducted the first regular Sunday service on December 16, 1894.  We are fortunate to have a copy of Mr. Doran's letter to the Right Reverend W. E. McLaren, Bishop of the Diocese, describing in detail the events of the day he held the first of the regular Episcopal services in Park Ridge.  We'll share these in the next issue of the Messenger.

St. Mary’s First Regular ServicesPRIVATE 

The first regular services held in Park Ridge on Sunday, December 16, 1894, were conducted by Mr. Alvah W. Doran of the Western Theological Seminary.  On the following day he wrote a letter to the Rt. Rev. W. E. McLaren, then bishop of the Diocese, reporting on conditions as he found them in Park Ridge.  Excerpts from this letter follow:

 1121 Washington Blvd.

Chicago, Dec. 17, 1894

“Right Reverend and Dear Sir:


According to your appointment, I went to Park Ridge yesterday and held two services, one at 11:00 a.m. and the other at 7:45 p.m.  Some forty-three persons were present in the morning and about thirty-nine in the evening.


“A mixed choir numbering ten rendered the music, which consisted of three hymns for each service, Jackson's Te Deum and an anthemized Deus Misereatur....They have purchased a fine organ and a good organist has donated his services toward helping the work. 


The place where we meet is the Electric Hall with stage, drop-curtain, footlights, etc., where all the entertainments are held, also their dancing parties.  This has been donated, rent free for a year, the usual cost for an evening being twenty-five dollars.


The Hall is seated with chairs and kneeling benches are placed between the rows.  A slightly raised temporary platform in front of the stage serves for both lay reader and choir, the latter being provided with book racks and the former with a lectern with Bible containing both the Authorized and Revised Version, two chairs and a small side table with two alms baskets in regular meeting house style.


There was no sign of an altar although the lectern was draped with a red cloth.  Do you wish me to insist on their securing a temporary, movable altar or let things go as they are?


Only one offertory was taken and that in the morning, which amounted to more than twelve dollars.  I was paid the agreed amount early in the afternoon.


My preaching touched on the Advent call and general truths.  All those present were very attentive but I failed to find many communicants, when introduced to the people, and even these have been going to sectarian meetings for a long time.  Everyone seemed entirely new to the Service and depended absolutely upon myself....


Money seems to be as plenty as churchmanship is rare.  Such men as Capt. Black, the Chicago lawyer; George Welles, Street-cleaning Dept.; Mr. Carpenter, the ship chandler; Mr. Penny, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Masters, etc. are all interested and, they say, will all give liberally.


At all events, they claim $700 as pledged and have therefore called the books closed so that others, who might be unable to give, may not be frightened away from coming to the services.....


It seems to me, from my hasty survey of the ground, as though there was a splendid chance for the Church to gather in most of the town, only it will need a Priest who can be right on the ground.  They say, themselves, that their enthusiasm needs "striking while it is hot."


In regard to doctrinal teaching, it will have to be very slow and cautious.  The people are imbued with the spirit of the congregation setting the type of religion they will be taught.  They are, however, well educated and intelligent, so ought to be susceptible to training.  [Italics contributor's]


I have simply stated things as they have seemed to me.  Perchance I have not made myself clear or given all the information you desire, but I await your reply or instructions.


I am as ever,



Yours very respectfully,




Alvah W. Doran”

Mr. Doran remained in charge until the first Eucharist was celebrated on the Fourth Sunday of Epiphany by the Rev. E. H. Clarke.  Mr. Clarke was named priest-in-charge and served two years and five months.
1895 Twelve Members Organize the Guild of St. Mary’s MissionPRIVATE 

Few records remain of the activities of the Women's Guild of St. Mary's Mission before the early 1920's, when St. Mary's became a self-sustaining parish and the St. Mary's Messenger was published monthly.

However, it is known that 12 women met to organize the Guild of St. Mary's Mission in February 1895, the same month St. Mary's Men's Club drew up an application to the Bishop for the establishment of St. Mary's Mission.  Immediately these energetic members set about undertaking money-making projects to benefit the mission.  Making and selling marmalade went on for months, and a special hairdressing project was held in May 1895.  In the months of September through November, oyster and New England suppers were served, with brown bread sold as well.  The first bazaar ever held by St. Mary's (the first of many) occurred on December 22, 1895, and made a profit of $50.46 from the sale of member-made aprons, towels, and the supper members served.

At the May 21, 1896 meeting a vote was taken on an amendment to the Guild's by-laws:  "Annual dues shall be 25c and weekly dues of 5c from each member whether present or not, to be payable as is most convenient."  Officers were authorized to purchase dishes for use at Guild socials out of these dues, and members voted $5.00 for this purpose.  Later $1.85 had to be added to complete the payment.

That same evening, May 21, more than sixty people enjoyed the first dime social sponsored by the Guild.  It was a gala affair complete with Chinese lanterns illuminating porch and yard, ice cream and cake, and a "pleasant musicale program."  Recorded as well is a profit of $6.51.

At the June 4, 1896 Guild meeting members were given mite boxes for the church building fund.  The plan for making a beginning, no matter how small, was favorably received, and it was proposed (though no formal action was taken) that the Guild as a whole contribute 1/10 of its earnings to the building fund.

Two years after St. Mary's Guild was organized its members through their projects and dues had earned the sum of $112.44, but had also contributed to the parish a total of$108.06 toward the choirmaster’s pay, the Rector’s salary, and “etc.”, leaving a balance of $4.38 at the end of 1896.  The Guild had helped St. Mary's Mission survive and grow.  

The following year, in 1897, members of St. Mary's would succeed in building their first small wooden church on the NE corner of Prospect and Crescent avenues, across the street from the present church.  Little did the parishioners dream that the modest little church was but the first step in the building of St. Mary’s as we know it today.  In 1913 it would be moved across the street to become part of our new church, serving as the choir room.  In following years progressive additions of our parish hall, narthex and balcony, the library lounge, classrooms, chapel and office would bring St. Mary’s full circle around the lovely courtyard enjoyed by all.
Ground is Broken – We’re On Our WayPRIVATE 

The Rev. E. H. Clarke celebrated the first Eucharist of St. Mary's Mission in February 1895 and served the mission for more than two years.  He was followed by Mr. Ochiai, a Japanese student at the Western Seminary, who served for two years until completion of his seminary work and his  return to Japan.  It was during his tenure, from 1897 to 1899, that the mission succeeded in erecting a small wooden church located on the northeast corner of Prospect and Crescent avenues, across the street from the present St. Mary's.  This progress was made possible by the generosity of Arthur W. Penny who leased the lot to the church for this purpose, and the ability of the building committee to raise the $800 cost of the chapel.

A few years later a lot on the southwest corner of Prospect and Crescent was purchased and the little church moved onto it.  A basement was dug and a steam heater added.  In 1908 an adjoining lot was purchased, giving St. Mary's the property on which its present church buildings stand, as well as a rectory that no longer exists.  For this property the church assumed a mortgage against the property and gave 45 notes to be paid one each month, with interest on those unpaid.  These notes were nearly all paid when the proposal for building a new church was advanced.  The cornerstone for the new church was laid in 1913, with the little wooden church being moved to the back of the lot to be used as a parish house.  It was connected to the church by a passage or cloister for a choir entrance.

In 1923 the cornerstone for the Mary A. Wilson House was laid, and construction proceeded on the large addition housing the auditorium, dining room, kitchen, Sunday School rooms, and yes, a swimming pool.  Many people are not aware that at this time the original little church was moved forward and, brick veneered, attached to the rear of the new church - still a vital part of St. Mary's church.  It is now called the Lundgren Room, dedicated to Ted and Jeanette Lundgren for their more than 40 years of devotion and service to God through music at St. Mary's.  Visit and reflect on the parish life memories held within the walls of this lovely room.  We are all indebted to the planners who kept our original church a living part of our present church.


PRIVATE 

Early Clergy of St. Mary's  1895 - 1916

In the years between 1895 when St. Mary's became a Mission until 1913 when services were first held in the present church, St. Mary's was served at various times by a number of clergy, seminarians, and lay readers.

For five years previous to 1895, the Rev. W. J. Richmond of Irving Park held occasional services in Park Ridge on Sunday afternoons in the Congregational (now Community) church or at the school house.  St. Mary's first regular service was held December 16, 1894, in old Electric Hall, in a room over the power plant and was conducted by A. W. Doran, a student at Western Seminary.  The Rev. E. H. Clarke celebrated St. Mary's first Eucharist on the fourth Sunday following Epiphany in 1895.  Father Clarke was named priest-in-charge when the Bishop granted St. Mary's mission status, and he served two-and-one-half years.

Mr. Ochiai, a Japanese student at Western Seminary, followed the Rev. Clarke in 1897 and succeeded in building a small wooden church on the NE corner of Prospect and Crescent during his two-year stay.  Completing his seminary work, he returned to Japan in 1899.

Mr. Hakes, also a student at the Seminary, took Mr. Ochiai's place; however, soon after his ordination he accepted a call from Peoria, Illinois.

For the next seven months students and visiting clergy conducted services until the Rev. H. C. Stone arrived in January 1901. During the year he served, one record states he organized the "Rover Athletes Club", a baseball club for boys which reportedly won 37 out of 43 games .

For the next five years St. Mary's functioned without formal clergy leadership.  Records show that visitations were made from time to time by the Bishop, services were held, and sacraments administered by visiting priests.  Among others, the Rev. J. M. Ericson of St. Ann's, Chicago, and the Rev. Joseph Rushton, who preached at St. Mary's first communion service, were two of the priests who served St. Mary's during this period.

In 1906 the Rev. Marcus J. Brown, the Mission's third priest-in-charge arrived.  A deacon and former Baptist minister, he was given charge of both St. Mary's and St. Alban's in Norwood Park.  The Reverend Brown was ordained to the priesthood while at Park Ridge and left two years later in 1908.

For the next seven months St. Mary's relied on the services of William H. Summers, a faithful lay reader.  Later that year, the Rev. George F. Danforth was welcomed as priest-in-charge.

Reverend Danforth came as a deacon and within months was advanced to the priesthood.  It was during his ministry that property was bought and the wooden church moved to the SW corner of Prospect and Crescent.  The untimely death of Father Danforth in 1910 following what was thought to be a minor operation came as a great shock to the congregation, which once again called on the services of lay reader W. H. Summers.

The succeeding priest-in-charge, the Rev. Charles D. Atwell, came from Michigan and assumed charge the first Sunday in November, 1910.  During his six-year tenure the cornerstone of the present St. Mary's church was laid in 1913.  The formal opening took place the Sunday after Christmas of the same year with the Rt. Rev. Charles Palmerston Anderson, D.D., Bishop of Chicago, as celebrant and preacher at the full Choral Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. The order of the day also included Holy Eucharist at 7:30 a.m., Morning Prayer at 10:00 a.m., and a full Choral Evensong sung at 7:30 p.m.
Clearly St. Mary's had made enormous strides under what must have been very trying times during its eighteen-year history.  We can be thankful for the sacrifice and vision of these dedicated people who created this splendid church.

PRIVATE 

The Church Is Built

In November 1910 the Rev. Charles David Atwell arrived from Michigan as priest-in-charge of St. Mary's Mission.  During his six-year incumbency, Father Atwell baptized 86 persons and presented 56 for confirmation, which one account suggests may have been a doubling of the confirmed membership of the church.

By this time the small wooden church had been moved to the SW corner of Prospect & Crescent, and a rectory acquired with the purchase of property adjoining the church.  When the notes for the rectory purchase were almost all paid, the project for building a new church was proposed and soon became a reality.  The cornerstone was laid and the building completed in 1913 with the first service held in December of that year.  The old church, moved to the rear of the property, became a parish house.  It was connected to the church by a passage or cloister for a choir entrance and was known as the Guild Hall.

The new church, called "modern Gothic in style", had a clerestory which continued through and formed the spacious chancel, which was one-third the total length of the church.  On the epistle side of the chancel a small room behind the organ console was the working sacristy for the Altar Guild while a door on the gospel side led to the priest's sacristy.  Below the chancel a transept opened on the gospel side forming the baptistery through which the choir entered.  Large three-panel windows with handsome stone tracery were at either end of the church, one over the altar and the other over the small one-story narthex and entrance facing Prospect Avenue.

A description in The Diocese of Chicago publication in early 1914 states, "The exterior of the church is of wire cut oriental brick kiln run, laid on dark red mortar which gives a very pleasing effect at a slight distance.  The trimmings are of buff Bedford stone, and the roof of dark blue slate.  The interior is also finished in face brick of a warm tone, laid with brown mortar, with just enough stone trimming to relieve the eye.  The floors are oak and the pews of heavy oak with fumed finish.  The whole interior effect is devotional in every particular."

Noteworthy is the fact that Father Atwell crafted the credence table with his own hands.  Memorials to Charles Wilson Penny, who was so instrumental in the forming of St. Mary's, greatly added to the beauty of the church.  The handsome window over the altar, "The Annunciation", was a gift from Mrs. Penny.  It was ordered from Heaton, Butler & Byne in London and was installed at Eastertime 1914.  Miss Mary Wilson also gave a pipe organ in his memory.  A few years later, Mrs. Penny presented St. Mary's with the beautiful altar and reredos in memory of Mary Wilson.

The Diocese of Chicago continues, "The completion of the new church is a work in which the people of St. Mary's and the priest-in-charge find great satisfaction and pardonable pride.  It is plain, but with a richness and harmony throughout that commands the reverent admiration of all who have inspected it."

To bring the building to fruition, it is known that while a few individuals gave very generously, all of the people of St. Mary's obligated themselves according to their means.  Members pledged quarterly payments extending over a five-year period.  They also paid the interest on all unpaid portions, thus relieving the church of that expense.  The Women's Guild pledged $2,000 and undertook many projects to pay half of their pledge within a year.  It was indeed a tremendous undertaking for this small congregation.

We worship today in the beauty they created in 1913, unchanged in any significant way save for the stained-glass windows and the new narthex and balcony.

The Reverend Charles A. Cummings StewardshipPRIVATE 

In 1916, following the departure of the Rev. Charles D. Atwell to a parish in Texas, the Rev. Charles A. Cummings was named priest-in-charge at St. Mary's.  He served faithfully for five years and maintained close ties with the parish for the rest of his life.

Early in his ministry Father Cummings was Rector of St. Paul's Church in Duluth, Minnesota, where he reportedly founded St. Luke's Hospital, still a thriving institution today.  Later, in Chicago, he worked with Dean (later Bishop) Summer at the old Cathedral, ministering to the poor on Chicago's west side.  He was sixty three years old, approaching retirement, when he became priest-in-charge at St. Mary's, but he stayed five years and accomplished much.  So desirous was he for St. Mary's Mission to achieve parish status that he offered to accept a salary of $1,000 a year to enable the mission to become self-supporting.  The Bishop, however, refused his offer, feeling no man and his family could live on less than $1,200 a year.  Financial affairs improved under Father Cummings, however, and debts were reduced.  During World War I shortages, St. Mary's with great foresight, had its coal bin filled during the summer, and the following winter was able to open its doors to the Congregationalists and Methodists who were unable to heat their churches.  For some time these congregations held their services on Sunday afternoons in St. Mary's.  The Mission was thus able to repay the help given in 1890 when the first Episcopal services were held in the Congregational Church.

Ill health caused Father Cummings to resign as priest-in-charge during the summer of 1921.  However, as soon as his health improved, he returned to serving at the Cathedral Shelter, the successor to the old Cathedral, and also to doing outstanding work as chaplain at the county jail for many years.  He also contributed much in many ways to parish life at St. Mary's.

A gala celebration of the 50th anniversary of Father Cummings' ordination was held at St. Mary's on Monday, January 13th, 1930.  Fifty of his fellow priests, members of the Diocesan Round Table, came to celebrate the event with him.  Father Cummings officiated at the 11:00 am Holy Communion with Bishop Griswold in the chancel.  A choir of clergy sang the service.  The Guild was in charge of the next event.  The Messenger reports, "A luncheon followed and what a luncheon it was! ...Just after the guests were seated, a huge cake with 50 yellow candles alight and topped by a miniature figure of a priest vested, was carried into the room and placed before Father Cummings ...Dean Edwards presented him with a handsome traveling bag and a gold piece, the gifts of his brother clergy ...In the happiness of the anniversary, we had not forgotten Mrs. Cummings, whose illness made it impossible for her to be present.  The thoughtful members of the Parish Guild sent to her a gorgeous basket containing 50 yellow roses, at the same time they gave Father Cummings the Guild's own remembrance, a handsome smoking jacket."  This celebration truly indicates the love and admiration the congregation felt for their long-time friend.

Unfortunately, Father Cummings' health failed and he died at the age of seventy seven on November 6th of the same year.  Bishop Stewart assisted by Dean Edwards and St. Mary's rector, the Rev. R. E. Carr, officiated at the funeral service and conducted the interment at the Town of Maine cemetery.

Father Carr wrote of his brother priest, "I have lost a dear, a kind, and a sympathetic friend.  St. Mary's has lost a Communicant who had an intense interest in all its parochial activities.  The Diocese of Chicago has lost one of its oldest and most loved Priests."

A bronze plaque in our narthex commemorates Father Cummings' fifty years of service to the Church.

Building the Mary A. Wilson Parish HousePRIVATE 

In the summer of 1921, Father Cummings, who had worked so hard to bring St. Mary's from mission to parish status, tendered his resignation to the Bishop because of his failing health.  Shortly after this, at a meeting of St. Mary's communicants, the decision was taken to become entirely self-supporting and to petition the Bishop for parish status.  This was accomplished, and after a careful canvass of the field of available candidates, a call was extended to the Rev. Harry Lee Smith, assistant to the Rev. (later Bishop) George Craig Stewart of St. Luke's, Evanston.  Until Father Smith's arrival in October, 1921, the services were conducted by a Father Butler.

Father Smith remained at St. Mary's until July 1926, and it was during his tenure that plans for the Mary A. Wilson Parish House were conceived and construction completed.  The vestry at its first meeting in October 1921 unanimously decided to build a new Parish House as soon as building conditions permitted.  The October 1921 Messenger said, "The need for a Parish House is so crying both for the Parish and for the community, that it will not only fill a long felt want but should be no inconsiderable source of revenue for the Parish."  The idea of building a community center sparked real growth and boundless enthusiasm at St. Mary's, and it was two years almost to the day when the cornerstone for the Parish House was laid on October 14, 1923. Under Father Smith's leadership, seventy-one new members were confirmed by Bishop Anderson on April 11, 1923, bringing the number of communicants to three hundred four, an increase of two hundred people in fewer than two years.  St. Mary's was growing.

The need for space for parish activities became apparent when the Guild Hall could no longer accommodate all who wished to attend parish dinners.  In the past it had been necessary to limit the guests to selected lists from the parish because of cramped quarters.  On November 7, 1922, the parish dinner was moved to Robinson's Hall where capacity also was stretched when 280 people came to enjoy the dinner put on by the Women's Guild.  "The only regret is that even in the larger place it was impossible to accommodate many of our people, which again brings to us very forcefully our great need of the new Parish House we are going to build this spring (i.e. 1923)."  Sunday School attendance was up from the one hundred fifty in 1921 and classrooms were needed as was office space.  The idea of a center attracting the entire community was enthusiastically supported -- auditorium space to be used for basketball games or dances as well as movies and theatrical events; a large dining room and fully equipped kitchen for parish events; and a swimming pool with lockers and showers (located below the present choir room).  The pool was decided on instead of bowling alleys proposed earlier.

Two local architects, vestryman Chester Danforth working in collaboration with William B. Betts, drew up the plans to fill these needs.  Chester Danforth had been a St. Mary's member since 1908 when his father, the Rev. George B. Danforth, came to serve as Priest-in-Charge until his untimely death in 1910.  To acquire the necessary funds, St. Mary's mounted a spirited pledge drive on March 23, 1923, and raised a total of $52,000 in pledges, with additional income anticipated from Parish House activities.  The decision was made to build an "adequate Parish House for the work of this Parish."

Ground was broken in June 1923 and the building was dedicated on Epiphany afternoon the following January.  The new addition was designed in the same English Gothic style as the church, using matching brick and stone.  The Guild Hall (the first wooden church), moved from the back of the lot and faced with brick, was incorporated into the new Parish House.  Now the Lundgren Room, it serves as the choir room and choirmaster David Whitehouse's office.

Problems which developed along the way were met and solved.  It was necessary to secure additional footage on Prospect Avenue as there was insufficient room between the church and the south lot line for the full length of the Parish House.  After months of negotiating, the 60-foot property on the south (known as the Jacobs property) was purchased for $7,700 with a down payment of $3,700 and a $4,000 five-year mortgage.  The Jacobs house was kept for many years and rented for income.

The old rectory between the church and the Jacobs property was deemed in too poor condition and hence too expensive to put in livable condition.  The building was sold for $1,500 and moved off the property, enhancing the view of the Parish House. 
The October 1923 Messenger records, "The service of laying the Cornerstone of the new parish house [on October 14] was the largest and most beautiful yet held in St. Mary's Parish.  The church was full and a large congregation unable to gain entrance waited outside for the procession and church congregation to come to the Cornerstone site.  Bishop Anderson officiated and delivered one of the most masterful of his always splendid sermons.  The choir was at its best and sung [sic] the service most creditably.  Father Cummings, former priest of St. Mary's for many years, assisted in the service and Father Philbrook of St. Mark's, Chicago read the lessons.  The clergy from the other Park Ridge churches were guests of the Parish.  Dr. Jordan of the Community Church spoke for the Park Ridge churches, saying that the success of St. Mary's, far from injuring other churches, had been an inspiration and help to them.

"The Parish is much encouraged by this milestone in its progress and the enthusiasm which marked this event is most hopeful for the fulfilling of the great responsibilities the Parish must meet, with new equipment."

Just how successful St. Mary's was in fulfilling these great responsibilities in its future will be found in the next newsletter.

St. Mary's Parish - 1924 to 1926PRIVATE 

On Epiphany afternoon, 1924, said to be the coldest Sunday in a decade, Bishop S.M. Griswold dedicated the Mary Wilson Parish House.  Due to construction delays the building was not completely finished, but the auditorium was ready for activities to be held, and the dedication took place as planned.  The Parish took formal possession of its new building on February 18, Monday evening, with a gala "homecoming" celebration.  Two hundred seventy five reservations were received for the wonderful dinner served by (of course) the Women's Guild, calling into use for the first time the full capacity of the kitchen and dining room.  Following all the speeches and an inspection of the building, the dance floor of the auditorium was filled with happy parishioners.  It was "an event which will be remembered as one of the red letter days of St. Mary's", according to the Messenger, March 1924.

Also in this issue, the Parish received a report from the Building Committee which the Rector had requested, feeling it was important for the Parish to know where it stood.  The bottom line read, "On the completion of the building the Parish will have a mortgaged debt of approximately $77,000 against which there is approximately $52,000 in pledges.  It is expected that the operation of the building will carry the operating expenses, pay the interest, and provide a sinking fund of about $2,000 a year to be applied to the debt."  The Parish did not foresee future developments that would almost eliminate income from the operation of the building, economic and other circumstances that  would severely affect pledge receipts, and unexpected maintenance expenses that would arise, leaving St. Mary's with a debt it would struggle to erase for twenty-four years.  The Parish did not become debt free until 1948 during the Rev. John B. Hubbard's tenure as Rector.

In 1924 however, the enthusiastic Parish of 344 communicants was anticipating only success.  A new organist/choir master, D. Arthur Rombold, arrived from Quaker City and soon a Men's Choir, a Boy's Choir, and the St. Cecelia Choir for Women joined the Mixed Choir to provide music for St. Mary's.  Twenty-nine boys in the Boy's Choir, together with eight men, sang their first service on Low Sunday, April 27, a full choral vesper service, and it was planned that they would sing every Sunday afternoon at four o'clock until Trinity Sunday.  Rehearsals were three times a week.  Attendance and good behavior were rewarded with special athletic privileges and free movie tickets.  The boys were said to look splendid in their cassocks and cottas with collars and Windsor ties.  On Monday, June 16th, the Choir Mothers gave the boys an ice cream and homemade cake treat and were voted to be "regular fellows" by the boys.

The Sunday School moved into its new quarters in the Parish House on Sunday, January 13th, and began the day with the distribution of new Sunday School Hymnals.  In April the Sunday School had an enrollment of 204 with an average attendance of over 160.  For the first time Sunday School was continued through the summer and attendance of 97 was far more than expected.  By September enrollment was 232 and Mr. Reed, the superintendent, prepared for an enrollment of 300 by Christmas.  

The Parish House became one of the busiest places in Park Ridge in 1924.  Parish member Carlos Dortico, former All-American football player, served as St. Mary's athletic director and coach.  Basketball, gym work and games were scheduled for girls and boys on Monday and Tuesday from 3:30 pm to 10:00 pm and on Saturday from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm.  Basketball teams played teams from other churches.  The Messenger reported, "The St. Mary's boys trimmed the strong Bethlehem Bear Cats from Bethlehem Congregational Church in Chicago and are out to add St. John's (Irving Park) to their collection."  In November Mr. Andreas Neissen arrived to be the swimming pool director, helping the Pool Committee set rules and regulations.  He had taught swimming in Denmark, Lake Geneva and Ocean Beach, California.  The pool was filled to capacity all summer.  Boys and girls swam on alternate days and the pool was open every day except Sunday at 3:30 pm.  Lockers and showers were available, and the hair dryer was popular.

An unexpected benefit from the Parish House fund drive was the revival of an enthusiastic Men's Club which met once a month to hear an interesting speaker and then "the men enjoyed another hour of sociability over coffee, donuts and cigars."  Coach Little from the University of Michigan came to show films of Michigan/Ohio and Michigan/Wisconsin football games, and high school football players from many suburbs were invited to attend.

The Women's Guild could not have been busier during this year, and they were an immense financial help to the church.  In 1924 alone they earned over $4,400 and, in addition to their church operating and building fund pledges, paid over $2,700 toward the kitchen equipment costs.  And for fun they produced a very successful musical comedy "Cheer Up" in November 1925 in which more than seventy-five young people appeared.

Unfortunately, however, within two years it became apparent that St. Mary's was in serious financial trouble.  The Parish House was not bringing in the planned-on income and also not all parish pledges were being met.  By 1928, going to the movies in the Parish House could not compete with going to the newly built Pickwick Theater.  And the swimming pool, no matter how popular (especially in the summer) was not all that profitable.  Within a few years the pool would be closed when municipal and school pools were opened.  There were bills to be met - for Parish House equipment as well as interest and mortgage payments.  Last year's  coal bill had not been paid.  And to exacerbate the problem, a new boiler was needed for the heating plant.  All too soon the Parish found itself struggling to meet its current expenses, let alone retiring any part of the mortgage.  It is small wonder that the November 1925 Messenger urged St. Mary's parishioners, "For the good of your community, your parish, and your own soul, pay now."

The Rev. Harry Lee Smith resigned as Rector of St. Mary's on July 1, 1926, to become Associate Rector of Grace Church, Oak Park.  On his last Sunday in the pulpit the choir gave a special service.  The Senior Mixed Choir, the Boy's Choir, and singers from the Chicago Musical College sang.  The Rector and Mrs. Smith were honored at a reception in the church parlors and at several parties and dinners.  The search now began for a new rector.

The Reverend Ray Everett Carr  1926-1930PRIVATE 

With the departure of the Rev. Harry Lee Smith to Grace Church, Oak Park, on July 1, 1926, St. Mary's again faced the challenge of securing a new rector.  Parishioners were encouraged "to be especially loyal and faithful during the present emergency."  They were assured that the Sunday School would reopen in September and children would be well provided for.  During the interim, services were conducted by the Rev. J.H. Parsons, retired chaplain of Kemper Hall in Kenosha; the Rev. Gardner McWhorter, and St. Mary's former rector and then present member, the Rev. C.A. Cummings.

In November the Messenger was "happy to introduce to the members of St. Mary's Parish our new rector, the Rev. Ray Everett Carr, S.T.B., B.D." for several years rector of St. Paul's Church in Kankakee, Illinois.  The Rt. Rev. Charles P. Anderson, Bishop of the Chicago Diocese, had recommended the Rev. Carr to the Vestry as a most promising and energetic priest.

Rev. Carr graduated from Western Theological Seminary in 1917, receiving his Bachelor of Sacred Theology there in 1908.  He attended General Theological Seminary in New York, receiving his Bachelor of Divinity degree, at the same time doing postgraduate work at Columbia University.  He was ordained Deacon in May 1917 and Priest in December of the same year.  After two years as vicar of St. James Church in South Bend, Indiana, he became rector of St. Paul's Church in Kankakee in January 1920.  St. Paul's had flourished and grown during his pastorate.  One of his most important undertakings at St. Paul's was the establishment of a decidedly successful parish kindergarten.

Father Carr and his wife Evelyn arrived in Park Ridge with their five-year-old daughter Catherine on Monday, November 5, and moved into the rented rectory at 402 Wisner Street (the 1926 telephone number was 7722).  His formal installation took place on Sunday, November 21, 1926.

Quoting from A History of Park Ridge, "...this gracious personality made many friends for the church", and all accounts seem to verify this statement.  Steady progress was made in membership as well as in pledges (both old and new).  By 1930 pledges had exceeded those of 1927 by fifty percent, both in the number of pledges and in the total amount pledged.  The church was able to balance its budget, keep the interest on the church mortgage paid up-to-date and to clear away a goodly number of accumulated back debts.  The budget for the year rose to over $9,100.  Evidence that spending was closely watched is shown by requests in the Messenger for the gift of a new or used typewriter and a vacuum cleaner for the sexton's use, though an addressograph was purchased in 1927.

At least two "firsts" occurred during Fr. Carr's stay.  On Sunday, December 1, the 1928 edition of the Book of Common Prayer was used for the first time at St. Mary's.  A series of addresses on the theme "The History and Use of the Book of Common Prayer" took the place of sermons on several Sunday mornings.  The Messenger instructed parishioners that "with the book in the hands of the worshippers, the Rector proposes to go through the volume, pointing out the changes and indicating how the prayers of the church may be more widely and profitably used."

Another first was the organization of Boy Scout Troop 11 which enjoyed phenomenal success.  "Most of the lads in Number 11 were members of the public school band, and it was felt wise to make use of their musical abilities in the field of scouting."  They became the only Boy Scout band in the Midwest, playing for many events and even invited to perform for out-of-state events.  St. Mary's was Troop 11's home for fifty years and drew members from all of Park Ridge.  

In 1927 the Men's Council was reconstituted and sponsored speakers like G.A. Soileauix of Melbourne, Australia, secretary of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria.  Guests entered the dining room across a gangplank to hear him talk about his voyage in a 50-foot sail boat through the South Sea Islands.  Portholes covered the east wall, making the room look like a ship's cabin complete with ship's lanterns and pennants.  The Council also sponsored at least two hotly contested checker tournaments.  Always mentioned are the ubiquitous cigars.

The growing Sunday School sent a Christmas box of gifts and candy to St. Mark's, a negro mission in Jackson, Mississippi.  The request for gifts met a generous response, and a happy relationship was established with the boys and girls of St. Mark's.  Several letters and pictures came from Jackson with information about their school which were displayed on Advent Sunday.  Kathleen Cummings, daughter of Fr. C.A. Cummings was the director of religious education of the Sunday School.

Church attendance was growing.  There were three celebrations of the Eucharist on Easter Sunday, 1929.  First a sunrise service at 6:30 am, a second celebration at 8:00 am, followed by the great festival Eucharist at 11:00 am.  The Messenger requested, "In order that the 11 o'clock service be not unduly prolonged, those who can do so are requested to make their communion at 6:30 or at 8 o'clock and then return for the great festival service at 11."

Christmas festivities began on December 23 with the annual parish party.  Following a carol service and presentation of the children's Advent offering in the church, the congregation moved to the parish house where the stage curtains parted for a brief program by the kindergartners and a dramatic presentation of "The Other Wiseman" staged by George Keck, the organist.  Santa then appeared with gifts for the children and dancing followed.  More than 200 people participated and it "proved to be all a Christmas party should be."

For the Christmas Eve midnight Eucharist the church was taxed to capacity with chairs brought in from the parish house to accommodate what was believed to be a record number of communicants.

Certainly parishioners were involved in church activities.  In addition to the Vestry and Sunday School leaders and teachers, there were many other groups carrying on their special activities:  the Altar Guild, acolytes St. Vincent's Guild, Choir Guild, Choir Mothers, Rector's Aids [sic], Men's Council and the Women's Guild which had a full complement of officers (including 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents and three directors) as well as chairmen of twelve in-church and outreach committees.  Another Commentary will cover the amazing activities of St. Mary's women in the 20's.

In 1930 on February 2, the Feast of the Purification, St. Mary's celebrated its 35th Anniversary with special services and sermon by Fr. Carr.  In November of the fourth year of his tenure, he wrote to the parishioners the following, "My Dear People:  As you are aware I have been called to be Rector of St. Peter's Church, Chicago.  The call came to me utterly unsolicited, and with such insistence I feel it my duty to accept.  My resignation will become effective on December 10th.  ... Never has a Priest had more loyal or more thoughtful people.  Never has a clerical family been happier than we have been in Park Ridge.  You have been generous and considerate always, and you have never lacked in your devotion to the cause of Christ's Church."

St. Mary's said a reluctant God Speed to Fr. Carr and his family and in 1931 welcomed the Rev. John Boyce Hubbard who wrote of his predecessor in his first newsletter, "I feel that I owe him a deep debt of gratitude for the splendid work he did at St. Mary's during the past four years."

The Belles of St. Mary'sPRIVATE 

In 1930 on February 2, the Feast of the Purification, St. Mary's celebrated its 35th Anniversary with special services and a sermon by the Rev. R. Everett Carr.  One might surmise that Fr. Carr undoubtedly discussed the accomplishments achieved by the Parish during these years as well as the challenges ahead.  It seems appropriate in this Commentary to highlight the many roles the women of St. Mary's played so successfully during these years to help the Parish grow and to meet its financial obligations.  Looking back, one can't help but marvel at their accomplishments.

It was a far different era from the present in those earlier years of the 1900's when very few women worked outside their homes.  They looked to their church as a place to worship, but also as a place to serve, by working together, and to find fellowship.  The Guild was organized in 1895, decided to make and sell marmalade as their first money-making venture, and spent the next thirty-five years enjoying sociability while working to help support St. Mary's.

Guild meetings were held every Friday, and a simple luncheon costing 35c (25c for children) was served.  Members were encouraged to invite guests or to have school children stop by for lunch.  A business meeting followed, then the fund-raising projects began.  A quilting group worked on making quilts for sale, selling seven one year, and the Ways and Means Committee settled down to sewing aprons, tea cozies etc. to sell at the frequently-held bakery/apron sales.  Thirty different patterns of aprons made the December 11, 1926 sale a veritable bonanza for Christmas shopping.  Rummage sales were held, including one in a Jefferson Park store, with the Community Church.  Christmas bazaars were great fund raisers.  In November 1924 the elaborate "Streets of Bagdad", created in Mary Wilson House, was a smashing success.  Told to "---lock up the old house, put your family in the old flivver, come and have your dinner and spend these nights with us in old Bagdad," the parish turned out to "enjoy its fakirs, its dancing girls, its magicians."  Through the years card parties were often held and were festive affairs.  Refreshments were served, with dainty hankies or perhaps compacts offered as prizes to the winners.  At one there were "tables for Pivot Bridge, Progressive Bridge, Mah Jong, Five Hundred and Bunco" as well as games for those who did not care for cards.  These usually were held in Mary Wilson House, but for a spring fling, in May 1930 the card party was held at the lovely Mohawk Country Club.

The activities of the women of St. Mary's changed dramatically when the Mary Wilson House was built in 1924.  The Guild, under the leadership of Mrs. Buchheit, Chairman, took over the responsibility of all planning for the kitchen, dining room and Guild Hall.  They also assumed responsibility for paying for all of the kitchen equipment.  This pledge was in addition to the Guild's regular church pledge and their pledge made for Building Bonds.  It is amazing to find that the Guild earned over $4,400 during 1924.  They disbursed over $4,200 which included various church pledges, $2,800 for kitchen equipment and furniture, plus telephone service, mission outreach and an Easter gift to the church.  Yes, they still owed $1,200 toward the kitchen equipment and Building Bonds - but what a remarkable achievement for one year's activity.

Once the kitchen and dining room, the Guild's pride and joy, were ready for use, the stove rarely had a chance to cool down.  In addition to serving all Parish Annual Meeting dinners and a few "parish get-together" dinners, the Guild served outside groups, notably the American Legion Auxiliary, a dinner for 350 Kiwanians, an Armistice Day dinner, and the Park Ridge Improvement Association.  In January 1927 members voted unanimously to serve weekly Wednesday luncheons for the Kiwanis Club "because of the honor bestowed on the Guild and because of the steady income from them."  After all, only 25 to 35 would be served!  Their culinary skills were noted by priests of the Diocese after serving the luncheon honoring Fr. Cummings' fifty years in the priesthood.  As a parish service, Guild members also took the responsibility for serving Corporate Communion Breakfasts for the Sunday School teachers and staff on the second Sunday of each month.  All of these events occurred while the Guild continued to meet every Friday, still serving their Friday Luncheons as well.

Not all activity took place in the kitchen however.  For a little levity, the Guild produced at least three musical comedies on the stage in Mary Wilson House.  "Cheer Up" in 1925, in which over 75 young people appeared, was so successful it was followed by a second edition the year after.  The play "Thank You" also was staged in 1926.  Epiphany Teas held in members' homes were very popular, with a large cake hiding the Epiphany ring.  Whoever found the ring in her piece of cake was designated hostess for the following year.  Later in the 20's during Lent two or three festive Silver Teas were held in members' homes and were gala events, offering a chance to get better acquainted, to offer their silver for the Guild work, and to enjoy the programs offered by its own members.  Readings and musical selections, both vocal and instrumental, provided the entertainment.

Many and varied were the ways the Guild raised money, but simple and quaint were the little Lenten Bags, given each member before the Lenten season, to be filled with coins earned as each member chose.  The May 1928 Messenger reports "one member charged her spouse for luncheons on Saturdays; one sold her unused ice-tickets when her electric refrigerator was installed; one made crocheting and another, aprons.  But the majority put to use their culinary art."  The winner contributed $19.90 - perhaps she was the member providing regular taxi service to the A & P for her neighbor.  All in all, over $200 was collected in these little Lenten bags.

At the same time Guild members were working hard to help support St. Mary's, they also certainly were mindful of the needs of others.  Every meeting heard a report from the committee chairmen for Chase House, St. Mary's Home for Girls, Lawrence Hall, Church Home for the Aged, Cathedral Shelter and the Providence Day Nursery.  Food, clothing, books, magazines, furniture and money were taken to these places regularly - and as requests for help came from other places, such as St. Luke's Hospital in Tokyo, the Guild was quick to respond.

Although the December 1925 Messenger stated the hope "When the bills are all paid, then there will be time for play for many years to come," that time was not to arrive for many years.  Indeed, vowing to keep their pledges to the hard-pressed Building Committee, five years later the Guild voted to accept the pledges made by the president at the church dinner at which time she signed five cards pledging the Guild to $250 a year for five years toward the debt on Mary Wilson House.

There can be no doubt that St. Mary's today is greatly indebted to the women of yesterday.  Their deep faith and strong spirit through these early years is best expressed with this quote from a Guild president's report in the Messenger:  "So first let us think of the Divine Reason for our Church and its Guild, and worship together; and then let us think of the fellowship in service of his Disciples, and work together.  ...As in the past the Guild will stand by, and make our Rector, Church, and Vestry even more proud of us than ever."

The Reverend John Boyce Hubbard  1931-1958PRIVATE 

Following the departure of the Rev. R. Everett Carr for St. Peter's Church, Chicago, in December 1930, St. Mary's extended an immediate call to the Rev. John Boyce Hubbard, who had served for three years as curate under his mentor, the Rev. George Craig Stewart (later Bishop) at St. Luke's, Evanston.  Fr. Hubbard with his wife Carol and small son Jim arrived in Park Ridge on January 15, 1931, where he was to serve for twenty-seven years until his death on June 24, 1958.  Their son Robert was born in 1936.  

Fr. Hubbard knew when he accepted St. Mary's call that he was facing enormous challenges.  The parish was struggling to make ends meet, let alone paying off the parish house mortgage or even meeting every interest payment.  Parish debt to the Bishop began to grow as he often was called on to help.  Fr. Hubbard's charge from the Bishop was to serve God and his people and to keep St. Mary's solvent, although at times the very survival of St. Mary's seemed in doubt.  Vestry meetings (always opened by a much-needed prayer) brought news of cash balances of $30 to $100.  For at least his first four years Fr. Hubbard voluntarily accepted less than his promised salary to ease the burden.  In his 1934 Annual Meeting Report the rector told the parish, "One year ago at this time of year we were rather dubious about how we were going to get through the year... However, while we were dubious, we were also courageous and were determined to go over the top."  He was delighted to find the "good people of St. Mary's willing and anxious to work."  They did work.  And they did go over the top.  However, it took seventeen years of continuous dedicated effort by the congregation inspired by his devoted leadership and the help of Diocesan bishops to erase the parish debt which totaled over $80,000.  It was accomplished by sacrifice on the part of many during years of low wages and high unemployment.  It was accomplished by many parishioners' long hours of physical labor and the donation of materials for repairing and renewing both the interior and exterior of the church, saving dollars for the building fund.  It was accomplished by the remarkable growth of the parish which tripled from 300 communicants in 1931 to more than 1,000 in the 1950's, and the Sunday School's growth to over 600 children, one of the largest in the Diocese.  Pledges also increased by 40 percent.  It was also accomplished by the loyalty of Fr. Hubbard who twice turned down nominations for bishop because he believed his calling was to remain at St. Mary's.

Father John Hubbard was born in Winnetka, Illinois in 1897.  His father died when he was thirteen, and he made much of his own way through high school, Michigan State Normal College and the University of Michigan.  Planning to be a lawyer, he was influenced by a Presbyterian minister to change his course to theology, and he received his S.T.B. and S.T.M. degrees from Princeton Theology Seminary.  

John Hubbard and Carol Smith were married in 1923, and he began his career as a Presbyterian minister in churches in Iron River and Escanaba, Michigan.  During these years he became more and more interested in the Apostolic tradition and liturgy of the Episcopal Church, finding in it a sense of solemnity, reverence and strength that greatly appealed to him.  In 1928 the Hubbards moved to Evanston, where he entered Seabury Western Seminary and became an assistant at St. Luke's.  He was ordained Deacon on December 21, 1928, and Priest on June 9, 1929 by Bishop Sheldon M. Griswold.  And in January 1931 Fr. Hubbard started his steadily upward, successful journey with St. Mary's in Park Ridge.

Parish activities flourished during this period of the 30's through the 50's.  The Women's Guild divided into five small guilds then grew to nine by the 50's, each responsible for helping a church agency.  Youth groups, including Gamma Kappa Delta for senior high students, were formed. The Senior Choir had thirty members, and the Junior Choir boasted membership of fifty boys and girls.  Boy Scout Troop 11 was active.  The Men's Club and the Couples Club were going concerns.  Unfortunately, St. Mary's prime problem persisted - indebtedness.

Over the years when unable to meet mortgage and interest payments, the Bishop had loaned the funds.  By 1942 the parish owed the Bishop $35,000, and the mortgage, despite a Victory Drive in 1940 which raised $10,000, stood at $50,000.  The Bishop then, in 1942, generously cancelled the debt to the Diocese as the parish paid off the mortgage.  The parish set a goal to accomplish this in ten years, and succeeded in six.

Now debt-free, St. Mary's could be consecrated.  On Whitsunday, May 16, 1948 in a traditional ceremony dating back to the second century, Bishop Wallace E. Conkling began the consecration of St. Mary's Church by rapping on the door thrice with his staff.  The Rector wrote in the June Messenger, "The first matter on my mind is my heartfelt gratitude for a debt-free church.  Whitsunday, May 16 will long be remembered as one of those perfect days.  

From the weather to the reception it was a glorious day.  With the inspiration of it still tingling in our minds may we now go forward to a fuller and richer work for the whole state of Christ's Church."  And so they did.  In 1955 the Vestry voted to reimburse the Bishop for his generous gift, declaring it a moral obligation, and included $3,500 in the annual budget for ten years toward this end.  Payment was completed ahead of schedule.

The parish went on to make major improvements in the church properties with the addition of a new Haygren organ in 1952 and the dedication in 1954 of all the beautiful stained glass windows in the church.

Father Hubbard became widely known through his extensive involvement in community and national Masonic affairs.  Because of his rare good humor, homely philosophy and deep interest in young people he was often sought as a speaker for commencement exercises in both Illinois and Wisconsin.  He was active in Kiwanis and was president of the Park Ridge Ministerial Association.  He was also a member of the Board of Education and very active in the PTA.  His service in the Navy qualified him for membership in the American Legion, where he served the Park Ridge Mel Tierney Post as chaplain for many years.  For two terms he was Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Masonry in Illinois and became a 33rd degree Mason in 1957 in Boston.  In the Chicago Episcopal Diocese Fr. Hubbard was president of the Clergy Round Table and chairman of nominating committee for the Diocesan Annual Convention.

His son Robert has written that his father "believed without question that people in life exist to serve."  And serve he did throughout his twenty-seven years as St. Mary's rector.  On January 15, 1956, over 800 parishioners and friends crowded the parish house to honor Fr. Hubbard and his wife Carol for their twenty-five years of service to the parish.

Robert relates, "When he was 49, Fr. Hubbard was diagnosed with cancer.  Determined not to let the disease affect his ministry or concern his family, he kept his condition a secret.  His energy and will carried him for eleven years of full and active ministry and family life before he died in faith on June 24, 1958."  

Following a Masonic service on June 26 he was brought to St. Mary's where a twenty-four-hour vigil was kept.  The Rt. Rev. Charles L. Street conducted his funeral service on June 28th.  So great was the crowd that public address systems were set up in the auditorium and outside so that those unable to enter the church could follow  the service.  He was buried at Memorial Park Cemetery in Skokie.

His message to his parish in February 1935 speaks to us today,    "More important than the figures is the spirit behind them.  The fine spirit of cooperation in the Parish, the increased church attendance, and the larger interest in all the works of the church.  For these many blessings I am truly grateful, and I urge you all to so reconsecrate your lives that St. Mary's may render a larger service."

St. Mary's Annunciation Chapel is dedicated to the glory of God in the memory of John Boyce Hubbard.

Parish Life with Father HubbardPRIVATE 

Within three days of his arrival at St. Mary's on January 15, 1931, Fr. John Hubbard had requested and been promised completion of three projects he believed important to the parish:  an outdoor illuminated bulletin board he felt would preach constantly to the passersby; an altar for the Primary Department which could also serve for other services; and a crew for repairing plaster and painting in the parish house.  Three months later not only had these projects been completed, but a host of others as well.  A new broom was sweeping the parish, wielded by parishioners who were galvanized by John Hubbard's strong belief that our Church should be as well kept - or better - than our own homes.  Renovation and repair of the entire Church plant was underway, nearly all of it done by parishioners volunteering their services and often donating the materials.  Bricks had been tuck pointed and windows repaired; the Annunciation altar window washed; walls washed and freshly calcimined in the church proper, the parish house, Fr. Hubbard's office, and locker rooms in the basement; the church front door varnished; rugs donated for the sacristy and corridors.  And the new Primary chapel was a reality with lovely handcrafted cross and candlesticks, as well as new kneeling cushions.

Because of the crying need for more space for Sunday School rooms, the Vestry voted to redeem the swimming pool room and locker rooms that had not been used for four years.  The Park Ridge fire department pumped out the water free of charge, the pool was filled with sand, and a group of parishioners used wheelbarrows to bring in gravel to top the sand.  Allowed to settle, a cement floor would be added later, and the space used for classrooms.

The 30's and 40's were an era of do-it-yourselfers, especially if the budget was tight.  At St. Mary's it was always tight.  It became routine for a group of men to gather evenings or on Saturday to paint, varnish, scrape floors, repair chairs, fix plumbing, or do whatever was needed, often joined by the rector "to keep the ball rolling" as he sometimes said.

In July 1935 the Vestry established the St. Mary's Memorial Fund to receive contributions given in memory of loved ones in lieu of flowers.  This fund was to be used for making lasting improvements or acquiring items for the church which it could not purchase otherwise.  Memorial funds made possible the beautiful stained glass windows in the church. They were dedicated May 23, 1954.  A large bronze plaque on the courtyard-side nave wall denotes the donor of each window and identifies each window's symbols.  Dedicated at the same time was the World War II Memorial window which was located above the church entrance.  Designed by Chester Danforth, former Jr. Warden, and executed by the Michaudel Studios, it commemorated the war service of more than two hundred St. Mary's parishioners but was primarily a memorial to the eight members who did not return.  In 1961 with the addition of the new narthex and balcony, it was necessary to remove this window, and it became the centerpiece of the two stunning windows, also memorials, in the John Boyce Hubbard Annunciation Chapel.

To achieve his goal for improving and beautifying the church, Fr. Hubbard organized the Arts and Craft Guild, a team of talented men who designed and built many things for the church.  Many today may not know that this group fashioned the handsome seven-sided lanterns hanging in the nave.  Designed by architect Chester Danforth, son of the Rev. George Danforth, former rector of St. Mary's, they are unique treasures.  When new hymnals arrived in 1939 hymnal racks were made by the Guild and paid for by parishioners at a cost of $2.50 each or $5.00 a pew.  All projects were done as funds became available by donations.

Another Arts and Crafts project from the early 30's still remains - the purple Bishop's Pence rack hanging on the east wall of the narthex.  Late in 1933 Bishop Stewart originated the Bishop's Pence plan in an effort to raise money to benefit both the Diocese and contributing parishes.  Families received their Pence bank and, as a token of thanksgiving at each meal, dropped one cent for each member of the family into the bank.  The banks were collected every two months on Pence Sunday and sent to the Diocese; ten percent was deducted for collection expenses and the balance divided equally between the Diocese and the parish.  The Diocese used its share to meet the desperate needs of Episcopal relief agencies.  St. Mary's used its share to buy coal.  The  $281 coal bill still due from 1932 was generously paid by the Women's Guild.  Credit restored, coal was ordered for the coming winter and pence money for years was applied to the coal fund.  The Pence program continued for many years past Fr. Hubbard's tenure and greatly benefited St. Mary' and the Diocese.

The Women's Guild also contributed most generously both to St. Mary's budget and the Diocese.  In February 1931 the Guild presented the three-act musical "Smilin' Through" at the Pickwick Theater, featuring St. Mary's members as well as dancers from the Emily C. Hoffman School of Dancing in Chicago.  The Park Ridge State Bank provided the old English garden setting, an exact copy of the setting used on Broadway.  A huge success, the play earned $800 for the church.  St. Mary's Guilds were known for their outstanding bazaars with themes such as "Old English" and "Village Green.” In October 1935 the large Guild decided to divide into small Guilds, an idea enthusiastically endorsed.  The Guilds - Esther, Martha, St. Anne, St. Cecilia and St. Elizabeth - grew to include St. Francis, St. Helena, Trinity and St. Monica by the late 1950's.  Each carried out parish projects of their choice in addition to supporting their own Diocesan agency.  Each Guild took its turn in putting on the monthly all-inclusive Guild luncheon and the monthly Men's Club dinners.  

During the war years St. Mary's Guilds were devoted supporters of the USO effort, each Guild contributing cakes to take down to the USO on Michigan Avenue on the first Saturday of every month - over 300 cakes a year.  They also sent packages of food and gifts to the men and women in service, which were gratefully received no matter how late some arrived.  Each month in the Messenger St. Mary's members who served were identified and prayers were requested for all.  Excerpts from their letters also were included, such as the one from Rudolph Olson who wrote, "Thank you for the Prayer Book.  It's inspiring to hum over some of the hymns which were so familiar to me.  Of all the churches I have seen, it is still pretty hard to beat the beauty of St. Mary's, and I am very proud of that picture."  Airman Bob Wieland wrote from England of trying to raise chickens in an airplane packing case because fresh eggs were in short supply.  St. Mary's girls made their contribution by meeting in the dining room to make surgical dressings.

Two gala parish events made their debut during these years.  The festive White Ball was held between Christmas and New Years in the beautifully decorated parish house.  They were the social event of the season.  In 1954 over three hundred parishioners and friends danced to the music of the six-piece band.  The second event, the impressive Boar's Head Dinner with all its pomp and ceremony, was sponsored by the Men's Club and received wide publicity.  Originally for men and boys only, the affair later became a full parish event.

Fr. Hubbard, with his special interest in the youth of the parish, established Kappa Gamma Delta for senior high students, just three months after his arrival.  The group staged many plays, organized dances, and sponsored interesting speaker meetings.  They donated funds raised by these projects to the coal fund, the pool floor and a stained glass memorial window.  By the 50's, meetings were changed to Tuesday instead of "family" Sunday, with their church room opened at 3:30 pm so homework could be finished before dinner.  After the meeting with a speaker and discussion the program concluded with Evening Prayer.  This change proved to be very successful.

One of Fr. Hubbard's hopes, following elimination of the mortgage debt, was for clergy assistance in doing the work of the parish.  From the very early 50's employment of curates and assistants did become possible and in 1955 a Director of Christian Education was added to the staff.  During the 50's he also had the assistance of parish member John J. Russell, who after his graduation from Seabury Western became curate at St. Mary's in 1957.  The Rev. John J. Russell was to figure prominently in the future of St. Mary's following Fr. Hubbard's death in June 1958.

Note:  Father Hubbard's wife Carol lived on at their home at 625 S. Fairview for twenty years after his death.  In 1978 she moved to Friendship Village in Schaumburg.  A faithful member of St. Mary's always, she died at the age of 95 on March 4, 1995 and is buried next to her husband in Memorial Park Cemetery.  She is survived by her sons, James and Robert, and their children.

The Reverend John J. Russell 1958 - 1966PRIVATE 

St. Mary's wardens and vestry had no reason to hesitate in selecting a successor following the death of the Rev. John B. Hubbard in June 1958.  On July 22 they called the Rev. John J. Russell, serving at the time as St. Mary's curate, to be their new rector.  Fr. Russell was well known to the parish as he had been an active longtime member.  He once said, "In 1949 I heard a sermon at St. Mary's and something happened that changed the whole course of my life."  It did indeed.  He became more involved in parish work, teaching the high school class and taking charge of the youth groups of the parish.  And he decided to change his career in midstream.  A graduate of the University of Toronto with a Ph.D. in chemistry, he had spent fifteen years working as a research chemist.  In 1954 he made the decision to enter Seabury Western Theological Seminary; was ordained to the diaconate in June 1957 and became St. Mary's curate.  His ordination to the priesthood took place at the Cathedral of St. James in December 1957.  The Rt. Rev. Gerald Francis Burrill officiated at services on September 15, 1958, instituting Fr. John Russell as rector of St. Mary's.

The new rector's knowledge of the parish was extensive, his relationship with the parishioners already established, and his position in the community in place.  Fr. Russell with his wife Margaret and three children moved into the rectory at 315 Elmore Avenue the parish had purchased for $29,000 earlier that year.  During the eight years he was rector he was elected to the High School District 207 Board of Education; a member of Kiwanis; and served as chaplain to the Park Ridge Police Department, known for his work with young people in trouble.  He later was named Dean of the Elgin Deanery.

Fr. Russell was St. Mary's rector from September 1958 through April 1966.  These were the years when Park Ridge was continuing the rapid growth of the 1950's, with new families moving in looking for a religious home.  St. Mary's facilities, especially for the Church School, were stretched to the limit.  It was generally felt that St. Mary's would have to expand to meet the needs of the present as well as the future and to prevent St. Mary's role from declining in this burgeoning community.  Under the dedicated leadership of wardens Ben Rix, Merton Hill, Frank Butz, and Robert Fisher, St. Mary's 1,200 parishioners decided to proceed with major construction additions.  Another "bricks and mortar" period was underway.  The need was obvious.  The Church School was crowded every Sunday with attendance of nearly 600 in 1958.  There were two separate Church Schools for the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services.  Classes met in every nook and cranny;  the Mary Wilson house balcony, stage, and the main floor with movable screens separating classes; the dining room; even the boiler room.  The narthex was too small with no room for coats.  More seating was needed in the nave, as well as more office space.  In 1958 a master expansion plan was prepared by Park Ridge architect Charles V. Rowe for presentation to the parish.  The work was to be accomplished in phases.  Plans were approved in March 1960 for the first phase - rebuilding the entrance to the church, adding a new narthex, and a balcony which increased the seating capacity by 25 percent.  Work also included the underpinning of the side aisle walls, a new slate roof, copper gutters, and redecorating the church.  This addition, which cost $100,000, was dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Gerald Francis Burrill in March 1961, commemorating the parish's seventieth anniversary.

On April 20, 1964, at a parish dinner held in the cafeteria of Maine East High School, Robert B, Fisher, chairman of the building committee, presented plans for the second phase, an L-shaped wing addition joining the church and Mary Wilson house at the south end of each, creating the courtyard in the center.  This wing added classrooms, administrative offices, the library lounge, the John B. Hubbard Memorial Chapel, and a new heating plant for the combined facilities with cooling for the offices and library lounge.  In May 1964 a contract was signed for $262,933 and construction began.  By October the steel and brickwork had been started, and the L-wing was well underway.  The building fund drive was vigorously conducted but once again results did not quite meet expectations.  A change in the demographics of Park Ridge was occurring and anticipated membership growth had not happened.  All of the careful advance planning had not predicted the changes now taking place.  The goal of retiring the debt of construction and furnishing the new space within five years was not achieved.  However, during this time the level of giving did increase substantially, and the entire construction debt was paid by December 1972.  St. Mary's also was able to meet all Diocesan pledges, while supporting many outreach projects.

At the same time building plans were being set in motion, other decisions involving housing were being made in the early 1960's.  As the parish grew, the need for additional clergy also grew, and the Rev. John W. Williams was hired as Assistant Rector.  In 1960 the parish purchased for $19,000 the house at 301 Fairview Avenue on the corner lot behind the church, to provide "expansion space" as well as housing for Fr. Williams, and later for the Rev. William C. Johnson.  The house was later removed.  The space now serves as a playground for St. Mary's Merry-Go-Round of Learning pre-school.  Also in 1960 the Jacobs house next to the church on Prospect Avenue, purchased for the land needed for the Mary Wilson house, was torn down and the site leveled.  In 1964 the parish voted and the Bishop approved the sale of the rectory at 315 Elmore Avenue to allow for the purchase of the house at 316 South Prospect Avenue, the present rectory, for the price of $34,200.  The house at 309 Fairview Avenue became available in 1966 and was purchased for $20,000 to house our curates.  This house was sold in 1977 for $59,000 and the proceeds used partly for rectory expansion and improvements, and partly to establish a housing endowment.

St. Mary's parishioners are indebted to the wardens and vestry members who served during the years 1958 through 1966.  They undertook heavy responsibilities and expended great effort to successfully bring St. Mary's expansion plans to fruition.  Fr. Russell provided energetic leadership during his tenure with what he called a "vibrant congregation."  He had been in ill health, however, and in a letter written to the parish on April 6, 1966, he announced his resignation from St. Mary's due to a heart condition he had suffered from for many years.  The vestry and wardens accepted his resignation "with extreme regret and sadness - and after prayerful deliberation."  Frank Butz, senior warden, informed the parish that the vestry had begun an extensive search to find "the priest for St. Mary's."  It proved to be a very successful search.

Parish Life with Father RussellPRIVATE 

During the years from September 1958 through April 1966, under the leadership of the Rev. John J. Russell, St. Mary's was a vital and active church.  Viewed in retrospect these years reflect a certain enthusiasm and energy as parishioners watched their church grow into the beautiful building it is today while they participated in a myriad of activities.  Many of these were new and very successful ventures.  By 1961 the new narthex and balcony had been completed and the second building phase with the classrooms, offices, bell tower, library lounge and chapel was well underway.  On March 25, 1966, the Feast of Annunciation, Bishop Gerald Francis Burrill officiated at the dedication and cornerstone-laying ceremony for this final addition to St. Mary's.  Much remained to be done in furnishing the church and chapel but new projects and activities brought new momentum for accomplishing parish goals.

One of Fr. Russell's first actions as rector of St. Mary's was the creation of St. Mary's Nursery School.  Designed as a service to the community and particularly as a means of augmenting the modest pension Carol Hubbard received following Fr. Hubbard's death, the nursery school started in September 1958 with seven children and soon grew to fifteen.  The school was headed by parish member Dot Walter, teacher and director, with Carol Hubbard and Mildred Forray, also trained teachers.  By 1968 this popular school had grown to its full capacity of thirty-five children and provided St. Mary's with a profit that year of $3,500 to aid the Building Fund.  Mrs. Walter directed the school for twenty-three years until 1981.  It continues today under the direction of the Parish's Christie family as St. Mary's Merry-Go-Round of Learning with an enrollment of 186 children.

St. Mary's Junior and Senior Choirs over the years had always added greatly to the beauty of the services, largely due to the effort of Mrs. Jeanette Lundgren, the church organist and choir director since 1942.  Over forty boys and girls in the Junior Choir led the singing at the 9:30 am service and at special services on Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.  The Senior Choir of at least thirty-six members sang at the 11:00 am service, joined by a small group from the Junior Choir whose parents were choir members.  In 1966 a High School Choir also was organized.  The choir did not only limit its talents to Sunday and special services, however.  In 1963 as the highlight of the year they staged a musical revue, "Around the World in Eighty Minutes" with the help of outside dancing and acting talent.  They went before the footlights again in 1964 and 1965 performing two original comedies - "Look Who's Running Now" and "It's a Demanding Game."  Both music and lyrics were written by choir members Jack Buckely and Frank Sholl.  Enthusiastically received, they enriched the St. Mary's building fund by $1,900.  And surely somewhere the 33-1/3 rpm records of the musical numbers from these productions are being carefully hoarded.

Church attendance was excellent with four services each Sunday.  The Holy Communion was celebrated at 8:00 am.  The 9:30 am and 11:00 am services offered Holy Communion and Morning Prayer on alternate Sundays, and Evening Prayer was read every Sunday.  Because of the large attendance, Church Schools were held during both the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services, requiring a large staff of dedicated teachers.  However, from a peak enrollment of more than 600 children in 1957, attendance gradually began to decline.  By 1965 records show a Church School enrollment of 355 children, indicating the trend that was to continue into the 1970's and beyond.  Both of the parish youth groups - Di Gamma (Jr. High) and Gamma Kappa Delta (Sr. High) - were thriving with memberships averaging about forty teenagers.  They enjoyed such activities as roller-skating, bowling, tours to Seabury, caroling, shows and parties but also were involved in church  cleaning jobs, car washes and the White Ball.  Fund raising enabled them to send support money to a school in the Philippines.  Both groups received fine leadership from parish members.

In 1964 eight members of the Altar Guild completed a needlepoint project three years in the planning.  On Easter Day Fr. Russell blessed the needlepoint kneelers for the sanctuary and altar rail, given as a thank offering for their Altar Guild Directress, Elizabeth Nelson, honoring her forty-one years of service in St. Mary's Altar Guild.  A plaque commemorating this gift was placed above the altar rail on the Epistle side.  This year, in celebration of St. Mary's Centennial, six dedicated members of the Altar Guild and ECW are needle pointing cushions for the bishop’s chairs, kneelers, and benches in the sanctuary.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew was established in 1959 at St. Mary's.  The goal of its thirteen members was to assist the rector in parish calling and as many other details of parish operations as is possible by lay men.  Harold Hawkins, longtime St. Mary's member, is the current national president of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and travels throughout the country visiting chapters.

Certainly one of the more active groups in the church during the early 1960's was the Church Club of St. Mary's (the Men's Club).  About fifty members strong, the Club sponsored St. Mary's Boy Scout Troop 11 and helped support Lawrence Hall for Boys.  They also shared their talents in many other ways.  In 1958 they prepared a Mother-Daughter Banquet featuring a 60-pound "Dogpatch Ham", and staged an impressive Boar's Head dinner.  For several years they also took on the Shrove Tuesday pancake suppers, the parish picnics, plus the family Christmas dinners.  And in 1965 they even prepared the dinner for the Guild Bazaar held in October.  The men met in the parish house one Sunday each month for breakfast after a communion service and a program with a guest speaker followed.

Many new parishioners will not recall the Park Ridge Town Hall program, so popular from 1963 to the early 70's.  Each season St. Mary's Town Hall sponsored four nationally-known speakers at the Pickwick Theater.  Over the years ticket holders heard such speakers as Vincent Price, Agnes Morehead, Kitty Carlyle, Bennett Cerf, Catherine Marshall, Baroness Maria von Trapp, Sir Peter Wedgewood and Meredith Wilson.  Reservations were also taken for luncheons at restaurants like Henrici's or the Park Ridge Country Club.  The Town Hall program, encouraged by Fr. Russell, was inaugurated by Marion Shaw, of St. Mary's Trinity Guild, and St. Mary's members were on the Board.  For years Town Hall drew large audiences from Park Ridge and the surrounding suburbs and contributed significantly to St. Mary's budget.  It was discontinued only when speakers' fees became prohibitively expensive.  It was an innovative program which brought much publicity to St. Mary's and was a definite service to the community.

On October 5, 1960 at its monthly luncheon meeting the Women's Guild unanimously voted to change its name to Episcopal Churchwomen of St. Mary's Church (ECW).  The name had been adopted nationally at the Triennial Convention of the Women's Auxiliary of the National Church and approved by the Chicago Diocesan Convention in May 1959.  Their name may have been changed, but this group of 185 women did not change their goals for providing all possible help for St. Mary's and their outreach agencies.  The eight guilds continued all of their many long-time projects and also adopted Marge Forgette's new idea to open Park Ridge's first resale shop.  Marge was the Ways and Means Chairman and she had found "the way."  The Treasure Chest opened its doors in September 1961 and was an immediate success.  The shop's contributions, over the 24 years of its existence, to St. Mary's and our outreach agencies, have been tremendous.  It deserves its own story in the next commentary.

Those St. Mary's Belles - Encore!PRIVATE 

It would be difficult to overestimate the value of the contributions made by the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) of St. Mary's not only to the parish but also to the diocese and the community during the years 1958-1966.  The words "Worship + Study + Fellowship + Gifts + Service" appear on the heading of the ECW's 1962 pledge list, and certainly these words describe their priorities and goals.

In addition to Worship and Study,  Fellowship and Service were important to the eight guilds whose members met together in the Parish House for a luncheon each month.  By 1964 there were three morning, two afternoon, and three evening groups meeting at the church or in member's homes.  Each group supported in several ways their diocesan social agency.  They participated in community projects as well, assisting as taggers for Salvation Army Doughnut Days and Children's Benefit League Tag Days, bringing cakes to the USO in Chicago, taking an active role in United Thank Offering, calling on new parish members, and working at the TB Mobile (X-ray) Unit.  Some even spent hours at the Seabury Western Library and the Diocese "This and That" shop on East Huron in Chicago.

Gifts were also important.  This suggests that the word "Work" really should have been a part of that heading.  It took hard work to fulfill the ECW's financial commitments to nine diocesan social agencies and to many other outside charitable groups; support a seminarian monthly; assume their Fair Share of the diocesan women's working budget; and to pay for much needed improvements at home at St. Mary's.  In the early 60's the kitchen badly needed updating, and a dishwasher, stainless steel sink, and new cabinets were being installed.  The ECW also came to the rescue with money for dining room ceiling repairs and repairs to a failing organ.  They also knew the Building Fund could use their help.

Many projects sponsored by the ECW helped raise these needed funds.  Forty couples participated in the 1963 Afternoon Bridge Tournament held in the Parish House.  A Couple's Evening Bridge Tournament with twenty-two couples met in member's homes.  Both events were sponsored for many years.  The Telephone Bridge project was very popular, with players meeting in homes and calling in their scores.  The Talent Project still continued, giving every woman her chance to contribute to the Guild "doing her own thing", whatever it might be.  Known for their culinary skills and the staging of festive events, St. Mary's ECW attracted many to their luncheon/fashion shows with members serving as models.  In the fall of 1966 over five hundred women

attended the luncheon and show held at the Sheraton O'Hare Hotel.  Magazine subscriptions and Christmas card sales also helped to swell the ECW coffers, and numerous bake sales, silent auctions, Round Table luncheons and wedding receptions were held.  The ECW was awash in a multitude of projects.

In 1961 Marge Forgette was Chairman of the ECW Ways and Means Committee, and she had an idea.  She wrote to Fr. Russell, "I have had a dream that I believe could, in years to come, be successful enough to supplant all our present miscellaneous projects and bring us greater income than we have ever known."  How right she was!  The ECW Board adopted her plan and St. Mary's Treasure Chest, Park Ridge's first resale shop, opened on October 16, 1961, with a "Bring a Gift Tea."  It is still going strong.  It has become the mainstay of the ECW budget, an incomparable success, and a tribute to Marge's foresight and planning.  The shop, set up in a small basement room of the Parish House, was filled with housewares, toys, clothing, antiques, linens, pictures, and more.  Parishioners and friends made donations.  Staffed by volunteers, its only expense was the telephone.  It cleared $3,127.34 in its first year and by December 1994 had earned the amazing sum of $225,000 for St. Mary's ECW.  The original manager of the shop was Marge Forgette, assisted for a time by Dorothy Hinkley.  Following Marge's retirement in 1967, management of the shop was taken over in turn by Eleanor Wallace, Margaret Stiggleman, Harriet Gorman, Dorothy Hoyt and Ann Kasper.  In 1979 Dorothy Hinkley was back again and continues to this day as Treasure Chest Manager.

The shop has grown over the years to an expanded room with an adjacent room for clothing.  Open for thirty-four years, it is still stocked by donations, still staffed by volunteer church members who "sort and price" and sell its treasures, and its only expense is still only the cost of the telephone.  Friendships have been nourished.  Needs of our church have been filled by many items donated to the shop - toys and cribs for the nursery, utensils and linens for the kitchen.  And the Cathedral Shelter has benefited from the generous contributions sent to the shelter each season.  The Treasure Chest has indeed played a vital role in St. Mary's history.  What a bargain!

Beginning in 1962 St. Mary's also held Flea Markets to promote the resale shop.  Patterned after Parisian Flea Markets, for the next ten years the markets were highlights on the area's spring calendar.  Treasures came from attics, basements, old trunks and closets of members and friends.  Some items were taken on consignment and "seed money" added items to the collection, drawing large crowds.  There were antique and newer dolls and cradles, linens and quilts, glassware, antique buttons, a Chinese wall chest, German steins, silver urns, even a commemorative cranberry glass from the coronation of King Edward VII.  Prices ranged from ten cents to $1,500.  The $1,500 item one year (1967) was a bronze sculpted head of Adolph Hitler by German sculptor Ferdinand Lieberman.  It had been donated by an art collector.  It caused a little stir - but it was sold.  The Flea Markets enjoyed wide publicity due largely to the clever write-ups and wonderful photos sent to the local papers by Marge Forgette.  Over the years these Flea Markets contributed over $10,000 to the Treasure Chest till.

The entire Treasure Chest income has always gone to the ECW treasury to fund its giving.  In the past five years the ECW has donated $3,500 as its Diocesan Fair Share; $21,000 to outreach charities including Cathedral Shelter, St. Leonard's House, St. Mary's Outreach Commission and St. Barnabas Urban Center; and $20,700 for improvements at St. Mary's.  In the early 1960's the ECW furnished the new Library Lounge and in the early 90's brought the room up to date with new carpeting, furniture, and decorations.  Money has been donated for office equipment, silver and china, and the dining room windows received new blinds and valances recently.  However, the ECW's greatest satisfaction may have come in their ability to donate, in the years 1964-1966,  three Building Fund pledges of $3,000 each, plus an additional gift to the Fund of $7,500.  Without St. Mary's Treasure Chest and the Flea Markets these sorely-needed gifts would never have been possible.

So here's to the Episcopal Churchwomen of St. Mary's who have always been so willing to work for the church they treasure.

The Very Rev. Russell K. Johnson 1966-1976PRIVATE 

By the spring of 1966 the handsome new construction additions to St. Mary's had been completed.  Parishioners heartily approved of the new L-shaped brick wing around the courtyard as well as the narthex and balcony, eight years in the planning and building.  Now ahead of the parishioners lay the challenge of retiring the $200,000 loan which financed these projects.  In addition, approximately $50,000 had been added to the parish financial obligations by the purchase of properties at 301 and 309 Fairview, the latter to be used as the church curacy.  Soon however an unexpected challenge confronted the parish - the search for a new rector.  In April ill health had prompted Fr. John Russell to write his letter of resignation to the vestry, and it was reluctantly accepted.  Sr. Warden Frank Butz organized a vigorous search with countless parish visitations.  The vestry's search soon narrowed to St. Mark's in nearby Evanston and the calling of the Rev. Russell K. Johnson.  He accepted the call in June 1966 and with his wife Marion moved into the rectory at 306 South Prospect on August 15, their home for the following ten years.  Fr. Johnson brought a wealth of parish experience to St. Mary's.

Fr. Johnson, born in Minnesota, graduated from the University of Minnesota and Seabury Western Theological Seminary.  He was elected a trustee of Seabury Western six years after he graduated and served as a trustee for thirty-four years.  He began his ministry during the depression years at St. Ansgarius in Minneapolis, and the Bishop soon added the Church of the Epiphany in St. Paul to his care.  The parishes flourished as did St. Paul's Church in Winona, Minnesota, where he moved two years later with his new bride Marion.  Nine years later, in 1947, he was named dean of Trinity Cathedral in Davenport, Iowa where the parish tripled in size.  St. Mark's in Evanston called him as their rector in 1960.  In 1961 Seabury Western awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity to Fr. Johnson.  He was appointed Dean of the Elgin Deanery in 1971, the second priest from St. Mary's to be named to that position.

On August 26, 1966, Fr. Johnson wrote a letter to his parishioners to assure them he accepted "this new challenge with a deep sense of responsibility to the entire parish family", that he did "not believe in change for the sake of change", and that he felt his "pastoral relationship with people to be the greatest emphasis in my ministry."  He promised to ring a lot of doorbells, and said that the parish should not "expect any radical innovations because the present norm is where we will live."  To share his ministry for the first year he chose the Rev. Kirby Webster, recently retired from St. Paul's Church in Marshalltown, Iowa, with the promise to return to a curacy relationship the following year.  Fr. Webster proved to be a much-loved choice.

Fr. Johnson felt a deep concern for the young people of St. Mary's.  To this end, he chose very able curates with great ability to revitalize the youth programs, Chi Rho and Credo, which really flourished during these years.  Great credit should be given also to the willing parents who served as advisors and made the youth program one of the best in the Diocese.  Craig Johnson from Nashotah House served as curate from 1968-1970 and as assistant priest 1970-1972, leaving to become vicar of St. Helena's in La Grange, Illinois.  He was followed by Thomas Sandy (1972-1974) from the Episcopal Theological Seminary in Cambridge, Massachusetts, who was later called to St. Anne's in Warsaw, Indiana.  Robert Bramlett (1974-1975) from Seabury Western served briefly before returning to his home parish in Florida.  Donald Castle (1975-1977) from Nashotah House left St. Mary's for Calvary Church in Lombard, Illinois, and remains their rector today.  Many will remember Donald's wife Carla for all she gave to St. Mary's.  The parish has been truly blessed by the excellence of its curates, and its reputation as a choice location for curates still stands.  Further clergy assistance became available when Brian Groves was ordained deacon on September 16, 1972.  He left in 1973 to assist St. Anselm's, a  mission in Park Ridge, but was reassigned to St. Mary's in 1975.

The excellent Sunday School program under Gladys Salo's direction continued when Dorothy Carpenter was appointed Director of Christian Education in 1969, a position she held until late 1976.

Coping with meeting the monthly building fund payments as well as the annual budget expenses during the years 1966-1976 was a daunting experience for the wardens and vestry.  These were difficult years for the church as a whole.  Nationally church attendance was down from the post World War boom years; economic conditions had worsened and interest rates were high; and the Vietnam war created unrest.  In Park Ridge demographic surveys showed a large number of the newcomers were members of the Roman Catholic faith.  The hoped-for growth of St. Mary's and many other churches suffered in comparison.  The total number of communicants at St. Mary's dipped somewhat and fewer children in the Sunday School led to combining the 9:00 and 11:00 am Sunday Schools into one at 9:00 am.  However, St. Mary's remained a vital parish.  Attendance levels at the services were high, Lenten programs very well attended, and parishioners unflagging in their commitments.  Many gave to the building fund beyond their original pledges.

Surely St. Mary's parishioners owe much to the men who served as wardens during these years - Merton Hill (1960-1966), Frank Butz (1963-1969), Robert Fisher (1966-1972), Tom Poyer (1969-1975), Stewart Marshall (1972-1978), and Rudy Toczyl (1975-1980).  The parish was also exceedingly well-served by Ed Stofft and Ben Rix in the treasurer's office.  There were years when often only the Christmas offering kept the parish in the black for the year.  Years when the $5,000 gifts from the ECW paid St. Mary's Mission pledge to the Diocese, and income from the Treasure Chest and Flea Markets enabled the ECW to give funds for monthly building fund payments.  By 1972 the ECW had contributed over $40,000 to the building fund.  This dedication paid off.  The highlight of the 1973 Annual Meeting on January 24 was the mortgage burning ceremony.  The mortgage scheduled for a ten-year payback had been paid off in six!

For some years organist Jeanette Lundgren had coped with a failing organ.  By 1972 it was deemed on the verge of collapse and beyond repair.  An organ committee headed by Bob Fisher was commissioned to study and recommend appropriate action.  After considerable time, effort and travel the decision was made to purchase an Allen Digital Computer Organ System 1200 at a cost of $35,000.  The dedication concert was given by Dr. George Markey, Professor of Organ at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey, on December 2, 1973, to a large audience.  The organ was financed by the organ fund, ECW gifts of $6,500, the Easter offering, memorial gifts and budgeted funds.

When the Annunciation Chapel was built in memory of the beloved Fr. John Hubbard, it was first furnished with appointments from the old chapel.  By the spring of 1969 new appointments made possible by memorials and thank offerings were installed, and on May 16, 1969, the Rt. Rev. James Montgomery, Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of Chicago, came to bless them.  St. Mary's shared the altar, reredos, cross, candlesticks and communion rail of the old chapel with the new mission, St. Hugh of Lincoln, in Elgin.  The two beautiful windows in the chapel are also memorials, created in part from the stained glass window over the first entrance to the church.  The chapel was completed when the twenty-two pews were pledged (at a cost of $200 each), installed, and blessed in September.

At the Annual Meeting on January 18, 1976, Fr. Johnson announced that he would be retiring on December 31.  It would mark ten years of service to St. Mary's and forty years of service to the church.  His early notice enabled an early start of a search committee and Stewart Marshall, Sr. Warden, said "You can be assured that we will carefully proceed with the important task of securing a new rector."  Fr. Johnson left the parish earlier than planned when the Bishop asked if he would consider taking charge of the mission of St. Hugh of Lincoln at Elgin.  The spirit was willing and Fr. Johnson accepted for a two-year period, stayed for ten years, and built the mission with his proven skill and vigor.  Following a gala send-off parish dinner held at the Park Ridge Country Club, the Johnsons moved to their new home in August.  Fr. Johnson retired for the second time in 1986.  Since then, they have lived in Evanston, Illinois, currently at The Georgian.  "Well done, thou good and faithful servant."  Matthew 25:21.

Fr. Russell Johnson Years 1966-1976PRIVATE 

When Fr. Johnson came to St. Mary's in 1966 he found an enthusiastic vital parish, affected somewhat by the changing 60's attitudes, economic pressures, and Fr. Russell's unexpected retirement, but nevertheless eager to do whatever was necessary to make St. Mary's better - even the best.  Over the one hundred years of its existence that spirit has always been one of St. Mary's greatest strengths.  An extremely able administrator as well as spiritual leader, Fr. Johnson focused on building the Church School and the youth groups and increasing the members involvement and participation in parish life.  To assist him he chose able curates with special talents for working with young people.  Also, Seabury Western seminarians came to receive training and assist at St. Mary's starting in 1970 when St. Mary's became part of Seabury's new Christian Ministries program.  They were a great help working with the youth groups, vacation bible school, and assisting at services.

By the fall of 1969 St. Mary's Church School was using a new curriculum written mostly by curate Fr. Craig Johnson.  Teacher training was greatly improved by their work with Robert Nesbit on closed circuit television.  With attendance averaging 257 children, the biggest problem was finding space for all the classes, two per grade.  One class even met on the stage.  The Christian Education material Robert Nesbit wrote for his junior high class caught the attention of the Seabury Press, and it was later published in book form, "Expanding Life in the Christian Faith."  This marked the first time parish-prepared material had been published.  As part of their curriculum Church School classes celebrated the all-parish Ascension Festival in the parish house auditorium in the spring and All Saints Festival in the fall.  Highly successful, St. Mary's vacation bible school held each summer attracted over 150 children in 1970 with over forty high school students and adults taking part.  The celebration of Lent was carefully planned.  Following the Thursday evening service and pot luck supper, special classes were held for the parish preschoolers through eighth graders.  It was called the Lenten School of Religion and in 1970 more than one hundred children attended.  In later years a decrease in the number of families and the number of children per family caused the numbers to be somewhat lower.  However the Lenten service attendance for both children and adults was encouraging.

The youth groups Chi Rho and Credo found a new lease on life under the leadership of Fr. Johnson's curates - Fr. Craig Johnson, Fr. Thomas Sandy, Fr. Robert Bramlett, and Fr. Donald Castle.  Both groups met each week with a combination of fun and service programs that drew large numbers.  Chi Rho (Jr. High) sponsored a popular Teen Dance twice a month in the parish house auditorium.  Roller skating, bowling, scavenger hunts, and field trips to places like Nashotah House were just a few of their other activities.  Credo (Sr. High) had fun social events together with discussion groups on serious subjects, often at the curacy.  Retreats were held at Burlingshire resort in Wisconsin.  Credo sponsored the Alpha-Omega Players to put on Mark Twain's "The Diary of Adam and Eve."  In 1972 they also invited the Sun Company, a group of young singers from South Park Church to join them in a concert to benefit the Presiding Bishop's Emergency Relief Fund for Nicaragua.  To help teenagers find worthwhile jobs during vacation the St. Mary's Job Corps was set up in 1973.  Here again, in later years, as the family numbers and structures changed, the number of participants in the youth groups did also.  Space prohibits naming all of the willing parents who gave so much time and effort assisting with the youth groups - opening their homes, driving, providing food, love, and discipline.

Fr.Johnson sought many ways to encourage parish participation not only in worship but in all aspects of church life, stressing the importance of welcoming newcomers.  The Parish Life Committee was born in 1970.  Groups met in parishioners homes where Fr. Johnson discussed the activities of the church at the parish, diocesan, and national levels.  Two man/wife visiting teams were formed to visit fellow parishioners in difficulty.  With the cooperation of the ECW, newcomer coffees and dinners were held in parishioners homes.  Marcia Hawkins has contributed to the parish feeling of family since 1969 by sending birthday and anniversary cards to each member, a true labor of love.

Several groups in the parish were of great assistance to the clergy.  During these years Lay Readers were licensed by the Bishop to read the lesson in Morning Prayer services and the Epistle at Holy Communion.  The licenses, awarded after a course of study and formal examination, were presented by Bishop Montgomery at a special Cathedral service.  St. Mary's group of fourteen lay readers was headed by Ted Lundgren for many years.  In 1972 there was a first in the Chicago Diocese, namely the first women to serve as Lay Readers.  Mary Burson and Betty Chastain (Blowers) undertook the study course, took the exam, and started their service at St. Mary's in October of that year.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew's was another organization providing valuable service to the clergy and St. Mary's.  Members made newcomer calls, took flowers to the sick and shut-in, provided transportation to church services, and sponsored the training of Boy Scouts earning their God and Country Award.  Fr. Craig called on members often to help with young people's programs, and many members with their wives helped with dances, trips, concerts, parties and discussions.  They also took over the parish annual Christmas party early in the 70's .  Directors of the active group from 1966 to 1976 were Ralph Vawter, Mark Courtice, Jack Gordy, Warren Fisher, Rudy Toczyl, Burton Gerber, George Williams, and Mel Cornillaud.  St. Mary's own Harold Hawkins is now the National President of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew's.

There has been an Altar Guild as long as there has been a St. Mary's.  This group of women, as active today as it was then, has always been responsible for preparing the altar for every service held throughout the year, maintaining vestments and linens, and in charge of flowers.  Their long-time Directress, Elizabeth Nelson, retired in 1968 after serving in this position for twenty-eight years.  Other long-time members at that time were Carol Hubbard and Lillian Scott who also retired in 1968 after thirty-one years as an Altar Guild member.  During Fr. Johnson's tenure Weige Friend became the new Directress in 1968, followed by Ellen Zurek.

It should not go unnoticed that the vestry brought two other firsts to St. Mary's.  For the first time a woman was elected to the vestry.  Martha Kusek was elected in 1971 and was joined by Caroline Vawter in 1973.  The trend has continued, and our first woman Senior Warden - Jane Reiman - was elected at the Annual Meeting in 1996.

Communication in the parish has always been by the newsletter St. Mary's Messenger.  For many years (in the 20's and 30's) it carried many ads for local businesses, among them Thompson's Groceries and Cold Meats (on Vine), Citizen's Bank, and Robinson's Candy Shops.

The format has changed many times.  There are no Messengers to be found for the years 1958-1966, and some people recall that there indeed was a period when no newsletter was mailed.  Fr. Johnson used the Messenger to discuss a wide range of parish matters.  He often brought to the parish news of changes and decisions made at the different General Conventions, summarizing how the actions taken would affect the church.  Two changes parishioners participated in were the Trial Liturgies in 1967 and 1971, and they won their rector's praise for accepting the 1971 exercise with an open mind.  His parish's observance of Lent was of paramount importance to Fr. Johnson and through the Messenger he brought this message in February 1969:  "For the next 40 days your clergy trust that every family will accept a Lenten Rule of Life with the firm resolve....'This we will do'.  To help you, we offer the following Lenten Rule of Life for your consideration...Attend church each Sunday; Attend at least one weekday communion service; Pray each day with a special emphasis on self examination; Tackle something in yourself; Spend some time each day in spiritual reading and thinking; and Discipline yourself."  Over the years St. Mary's people responded well to his message.

The next commentary on Fr. Johnson's years at St. Mary's will reveal the can-you-believe-it activities of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW), the heyday of the Fun Club, and what came next for St. Mary's.

Fellowship and Outreach 1966-1976PRIVATE 

When Martha Kusek, Episcopal Church Women president in 1966-67, wrote in her Annual Meeting report that the ECW's goal was "promoting the social, spiritual and economic welfare of St. Mary's," even she may not have foreseen just how successfully the women of St. Mary's would achieve this goal during the next ten years.  St. Mary's was blessed with the leadership of five excellent ECW presidents who were supported by their Boards and the very enthusiastic and talented members of eight guilds.  They not only participated in all of the  time-honored activities - United Thank Offering, taking goodies to the USO at O'Hare, tag days, World Day of Prayer, contributing gifts to the deaconesses at Christmas time, taking part in Elgin Deanery and Diocesan activities, and providing aid for each individual guild's Diocesan charitable agency.  In addition they also undertook several special events which were highly successful in building friendships as well as raising money for St. Mary's needs and their outreach projects.  ECW president Elizabeth McKoane (1968-69) in her report remembered the "many hours of work which were lightened by many times of joy and laughter."  Peg Lang (1970-71) noted that "The women of St. Mary's are always there for the extras that come along."  Charlotte Schwartz (1972-73) thanked "every member who has given so willingly of her time and talent."  Marcia Tornrose (1974-75) stressed the value of "making new friendships, strengthening old friendships, becoming involved in new projects."  And Gloria Eaton (1976-77) thanked "the clergy, the staff, and the parishioners who have so enthusiastically supported our projects."  With leadership like this, plus long hours of work and creative talent, the ECW produced special events that will long be remembered.

Surely the Old Curiosity Shop bazaar in November 1974 must be considered one of St. Mary's and Park Ridge's most memorable bazaars ever.  Planning began in March and credit is due to Marguerite Williams who planned every detail of the English shops and luncheon; Corrine Toczyl who helped the workshops create the unique gift items; and Barbara Broud who led the luncheon preparation, a culinary treat.  (The recipe for the Chicken-Sausage Wellington is available in the church office).  Many, many others worked many months on bazaar items at workshops and helped at the bazaar and bake sale.  The Old Curiosity Shop was truly a triumph, and netted $5,518.  In April 1975 the "Strawberry and Sunshine" bridge luncheon for 120 women provided a donation for the Episcopal Charities of the Diocese.  And later that year eighty ECW members baked 225 pounds of cookies for the "Yuletide Yummies" event.  It was a complete sellout and presented St. Mary's with a Christmas gift of $700.

On a beautiful day in spring 1976 over 425 visitors enjoyed St. Mary's first Housewalk, "Open Doors in Edgemont Lane."  Four families graciously opened their homes for this affair:  Georgia and Gene Christie, Mildred and Philip Lotz, Helen and Ed Love, and Marion and Louis Morrell.  Added activities were the bake sale, plant sale, continental breakfast or high tea, and an antique sale - all staffed by ECW members.  Gloria Eaton reported a net profit of $2,100 saying that "We were once again proud of our St. Mary's."

It must be remembered that through the years the Treasure Chest - called "the gold mine in the basement" by Peg Lang - was the ECW's main financial support.  Established in 1962 by Marge Forgette it, together with the wonderful Flea Markets held each year, contributed substantial funds to the ECW treasury.  This money  was used in generally equal measure for outreach projects and improvements to the church, which have been extensive, sometimes crucial, always welcome.  Funds were channeled to help furnish the Annunciation Chapel, refurbish the kitchen, help purchase the organ, equip the office with typewriters and a mimeograph, provide for curacy and rectory repairs, fund the remodeling of the Treasure Chest, and meet needs of the Junior Choir, acolytes and the youth groups.  And during the building program they assumed the additional responsibility of contributing to the Building Fund.  Their generous gifts totaling $43,500 were an important factor in the early retirement of the building mortgage in 1972.  In the spring of 1976 the ECW funded the updating of the priest's sacristy now shared with the Altar Guild.  This gave the grateful Guild more room, a sink and running hot water, a marvelous improvement over their old sacristy, the tiny room behind the organ console.  Fr. Castle contributed by refinishing the oak vesting table for the new quarters.  Following Marge Forgette's retirement in 1966, the Treasure Chest was managed during the next ten years in turn by Dorothy Hinkley, Margaret Stiggleman, Eleanor Wallace and the team of Harriet Garman and Shirley Leopold.  

The Treasure Chest has been in operation for thirty-four years, and has been managed for the past seventeen years since 1979 by Dot Hinkley.  It has been staffed faithfully by the women of the church ever mindful of the needs of others.  The Cathedral Shelter, St. Barnabas Urban Center, CCAA and many other outreach agencies have benefited; friendships have been made as parish donations have been sorted, priced and sold; and it has earned a whopping profit of more than $225,000.  Not bad!  It truly is that "gold mine in the basement."  In addition to all of their other projects, in 1974 St. Mary's women took on another "fun" project - stuffing envelopes for the Park Ridge Credit Bureau.  Many will remember the Blue Card, a charge card for Park Ridge establishments.  Once a month several women gathered for fellowship in the library lounge while supplementing the ECW income which varied according to the number of inserts put into the statements each month.  This activity carried on for many years, until the Blue Card was eliminated.

Not all of the ECW activities were for producing income however.  It was largely through their efforts that the social events which brought members together as a parish were accomplished.  All-parish dinner dances were planned; the ladies afternoon bridge group and the couples' evening bridge tournament were sponsored for many years; dinners and coffee hours for newcomers were held in parishioners' homes; Lenten pot luck suppers were organized; Sunday coffee hours were shared, each guild responsible for one month; Elgin Deanery Quiet Days were hosted.  The St. Mary's Spring Art Fair on May 19, 1974 brought forty-two enthusiastic parish exhibitors to the parish house auditorium to display their art, crafts and hobbies.  A goodly crowd turned out to view the talent that exists in this parish.  The General Guild meetings held four times a year also were important for fellowship, bringing together all members for a luncheon and a variety of interesting programs - Gene Siskel was one of the guest speakers, reviewing the 1973 movie scene.  By the early 70's one evening meeting was scheduled each year for the convenience of young mothers and working women and proved to be popular.  The ECW was also on call to plan receptions throughout the years for many different occasions - honoring the Bishop when he came to St. Mary's for confirmation, welcoming new clergy and curates when they arrived or when it was time to say goodbye and Godspeed.  These occasions were always done with great style and warmth, and were festive parish events.  Space simply does not allow mentioning all of the activities undertaken and the contributions made by the women of St. Mary's for their church.  It has indeed been a labor of love.

Another group which added spice to St. Mary's social life during these years was St. Mary's Fun Group.  It was born the first Sunday in October 1970.  The steam behind this dream was Chip Gunn who was determined St. Mary's would have a group whose sole purpose was the pleasure and fellowship of all St. Mary's parishioners and friends.  The term "senior" was wisely rejected by the group so membership would not be restrictive.  The Fun Group met the first Sunday of every month for Evening Prayer, followed by coffee or a pot luck supper in the lounge and the planning of coming activities.  For the next three years when thirty or more were "hot to trot", a bus was hired and off they went to enjoy "Promises, Promises" and "Fiddler on the Roof" at the Candlelight; "No, No, Nanette" at the Shubert; the Ice Capades at the Chicago Stadium; and Liberace or Robert Goulet and Carol Lawrence at the Mill Run Theater at Golf Mill; and many others.  The group lost some of its spark when it lost Chip Gunn in 1974.  Later meetings continued in homes with travel movies, and good visits over pot luck suppers.

Lenten pot luck suppers also were meaningful social events for families, preceded by Evening Prayer, and followed by Lenten discussions led by Fr. Johnson.  In 1976 during the celebration of America's Bicentennial, Fr. Johnson gave a series of lectures on "Our Church in Colonial America" which dealt with the lessons to be learned from the history of the Episcopal Church.  This study of the early history of the church in America was well received.  On May 23 St. Mary's Morning Prayer service was exactly the same service which had begun the first Continental Convention according to information discovered by a church historian.  The Morning Prayer service, conducted by Jacob Duche, rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia, had so impressed John Adams that he included a detailed description in a letter to his wife with a copy of Fr. Duche's closing prayer.

Following Fr. Johnson's announcement at the 1976 Annual Meeting that he would be retiring, a search committee was organized by Sr. Warden Stewart Marshall, and a very extensive search began after consultation with Bishop Montgomery.  By late summer the vestry had called the Rev. Clarence Langdon of Grace Church, Freeport, Illinois and had received his acceptance.  Father Johnson announced his pleasure at the selection and Bishop Montgomery said, "....St. Mary's will continue to be richly blessed under Father Langdon's leadership."   St. Mary's cordially welcomed Fr. Langdon, his wife Dew Ann and their three children Julia, Stephen and Sarah when they moved into the rectory in September 1976.  St. Mary's looked forward with confidence to the future.
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