
PLEDGING TO ST. MARY’S: WHERE TO BEGIN? 
 

Beyond the Plate: 
Making “Cents” Of Our Annual Giving 

 
 

Making a financial pledge to church is an important decision, financially and spiritually.  It can 
be a joyful, spiritual fulfilling practice, but can also feel a bit intimidating. People often have 
questions like, “How do I know what to give?” or “What happens if my financial circumstances 
change?” Ultimately, the amount we choose to give is a personal decision, based on our own 
financial circumstances, but I have found that the following approaches can help us make 
responsible, prayerful decisions about our giving. 
 
Percentage-based, proportional giving: When we make a pledge to the church, we often do so 
in proportion to our income or financial resources.  That is to say, our pledge is relative to our 
income. This is based on the biblical idea that we give in proportion to the blessings we enjoy. 
 
A good starting place is to think in terms of a percentage of our income.  As an example, we 
might begin by asking, “what would it look like if we shared 5% of our income with the church?” 
Or 1%, or 3%, or 7%?   For instance, 3% of a household income of $100,000 would be different 
than 3% of a household income of $40,000. Neither pledge is better or more faithful than the 
other, but both are given in proportion to income or resources. 
 
Some Christians choose to follow the biblical tithe, or 10% of their income. Others see the tithe 
as goal towards which they would like to work. For others, a tithe may not be possible, but 3%, 
or 5% might.   
 
If you are new to pledging, you might start in a place that you know is attainable, and see how 
it feels after a year. Beginning in this way can help us understand our financial pledge to the 
church in relation to our bigger financial picture. 
 
Percentage-based, proportional giving is one way to help us be thoughtful or intentional about 
how we give. No one pledge is more important or better than another. The point is to give in a 
way that we feel joyful about and that stretches us to grow spiritually, according to our means 
and ability. 
 
Growing in steps: Some Christians will find that they need to give the same amount each year 
based on their own financial realities.  Others will find that they are able to start in one place 
one year, and work their way up as they go towards a spiritual goal they have set.  So, for 
instance, one year we might give 3% of our income, and then move to 4% the next year.  Or we 
might increase our annual pledge by a certain dollar amount each year. Many find that growing 
in steps can be a good way to be stretched spiritually. Some families talk about making 
adjustments to their daily habits (for instance, eating out one less time a month) so that they 
can grow a bit and find that to be a spiritually fulfilling exercise. 



From time to time, it is good for all of us to evaluate our pledges to see where we are, how it 
feels spiritually and financially, and to discern if we feel called to grow a step. 
 
Regular Pattern of Giving: Some people choose to fulfill their whole pledge early in the year, 
while others will give on a weekly or monthly schedule. I have found that however we give, 
giving according to a regular pattern is a healthy spiritual exercise. We include our pledge in our 
monthly budget, and pay by automatic check from our bank. This helps us to see our pledge as 
a priority and a normal part of our monthly routine. 
 
If Circumstances Change: While we hope and encourage our pledging members to fulfill their 
pledge, we know that any of us can face unforeseen financial circumstances at any time. A job 
loss, move out of state, household emergency, or family illness can make fulfilling our pledge 
difficult. A pledge is not a binding contract. If you decide to pledge but then experience an 
emergency, we ask simply that you confidentially let our pastor, treasurer, or bookkeeper 
know. This helps us to plan, and most of all, our pastor wants to be supportive to you in the 
midst of challenging or difficult circumstances.  
 
As always, if you have questions about giving or about where to begin, please let us hear from 
you. 
 
Father Patrick 
 


