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A Special Note on Today’s Gospel Reading

The Gospel appointed for this Palm Sunday in Year A of our three-year lectionary is St. Matthew’s
Passion narrative. Responsible and sensitive Christian readers must be aware of a particularly
notorious problem within this passion story.

In Matthew 27: 25, the crowd outside Pilate’s residence-“the people as a whole”-are depicted as
calling for Jesus’ crucifixion, and when Pilate shows reluctance, they cry out in turn, “His blood be on
us and on our children.” This phrase is known historically as “the blood cry,” and Christians throughout
the centuries have tragically interpreted these words and misused them to attribute responsibility for
the death of Jesus collectively to the Jewish people.1

It is important to remember that Matthew was a Jewish follower of Jesus, likely writing for a
Jewish-Christian community, before Jews and Christians saw themselves as wholly distinct groups.2

It is very likely that Matthew had in mind the destruction of the Temple by the Romans in 70 CE,
and its aftermath, during which many members of the Jerusalem population were killed. For
Matthew, it was the children of the crowds in Jerusalem who would witness this devastation, and he
is likely interpreting the death of Jesus in light of that tragic event. Matthew is not speaking to or
assigning culpability to others outside, but is calling people in his own community to contemplate their
rejection of Jesus. Whatever the original meaning of this phrase, Matthew did not intend a universal
condemnation of the Jewish people, or a blaming of Jews in all times and places for the death of
Jesus.

Nevertheless, on this Holy Week, of all weeks, Christians must be aware of the historical corruption
of these words and their usage of them as a warrant for persecution of and violence towards the
Jewish people. We must never interpret this text in a way that demeans the Jewish people or falsely
attributes to them guilt for the death of Jesus. With that libelous claim, we have caused great and
tragic harm historically, and even as we Christians repent of the harm we have done in the past, we
must in the present resist anti-Semitism in all its forms.

Please note: Today’s Passion Gospel is not printed in the bulletin and will be read aloud
in multiple voices. If you need a copy of the Gospel to follow along, there are a few on

the table at the rear of the church.

2 Matthew: A Commentary, R. Alan Culpepper, Westminster John Knox, 2021, 547-548
1 The Jewish Annotated New Testament, Second Edition, 2017, Oxford University Press, 62
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The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 2, 2023

Presider and Preacher: The Reverend Patrick J. Skutch

The clergy and people gather in the courtyard for the Liturgy of the Palms, weather permitting. In the event of rain, we
gather in the Grauer Lounge. Palms are distributed to the people.

The Opening Acclamation

Presider: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Assembly: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

The Collect

Presider: Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon
the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life and immortality; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Palm Gospel The Deacon reads the Palm Gospel Matthew 21:1-11

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! " When he entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."
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The Blessing of Palms

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear
them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;
who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Assembly: Hosanna in the highest

The clergy and choir lead the people in procession, out through the Grauer Lounge doors, north on Prospect Avenue,
and then turning back towards the church on Crescent Street. The choir leads the people in singing the verses of the
hymn, with the people singing the refrain.

Hymn: 154 Valet will ich dir geben - The Hymnal 1982

Refrain: All Glory, Laud, and Honor to thee, Redeemer, King!
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One. Ref.

The company of angels is praising thee on high;
and we with all creation in chorus make reply. Ref.

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. Ref.

To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee now high exalted, our melody we raise. Ref.

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King. Ref.

The procession halts outside of the Crescent Street entrance, and the Presider says the following prayer
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Presider: Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy, but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The clergy, choir, and people process the rest of the way in silence, dropping their palm branches at the church door,
and then taking their places in the church. Once the people are in place, standing as able, the Presider leads the people
in prayer.

Presider: The Lord be with you.
Assembly: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

A time of silent prayer is observed

Presider: Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with
a word. Morning by morning he wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and
spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the
Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.

A moment of silence follows the reading.
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Psalm 31:9-16 Peter R. Hallock

Antiphon first sung by choir, thereafter sung by all.

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame
deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. Ant.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. Ant.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.

“Make your face to shine upon your servant,
and in your loving kindness save me.” Ant.

The Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross. Therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.

Hymn at the Gospel: 168, Verses 1-3 Herzlich tut mich verlangen - The Hymnal 1982

All stand for the hymn

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

The readers take their places for the Passion Gospel. The Assembly may be seated for the first part of
the Passion. A bell sounds at the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha, and the people then
stand, as able.
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The Homily The Rev. Patrick J. Skutch

The Prayers of the People

Leader: Remembering with thanksgiving those mighty acts by which we have been redeemed, let
us offer our prayers to Christ our Savior, saying, “Christ, have mercy

Leader: For Paula, our Bishop, Patrick, our priest, David and Laurie, our deacons, and for all the
people of God in this Holy Week, that we may be strengthened to walk in the way of the Cross,
we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For Joseph, the President; for J.B., the Governor of this State, and for all in authority in
every state and nation, that they may have grace to accept their responsibility and use their
powers wisely and justly, we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For the people of Ukraine and all people who suffer from the atrocities of war; for
refugees, civilians, soldiers, and prisoners of war; that they may once again know peace and
justice and liberation from fear, we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For the people of Nashville, for all communities devastated by gun violence, for all who
grieve and for all who respond and care for them, we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For the incarcerated and for those awaiting trial; for judges and all officers of the court, that
truth and equal justice may be upheld, and human dignity honored, we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For the imperiled earth and all of creation, that all things, in heaven and on earth, may be
reconciled to God and brought to their fulfillment through your Cross and Resurrection, we pray to
you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For the sick; for the sorrowful and the anxious; for the isolated, the lonely, and the fearful,
that you would anoint them with your healing power, we pray to you, O Christ.
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For all who have died, that they may share in your victory over death;
Assembly: Christ, have mercy.

Leader: For all who have asked for our prayers, and for those whose needs we are called to
remember, let us now pray:
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The people are invited to offer their own intercessions for those in need. We are encouraged to pray aloud or
silently for those on our list of prayer intentions: Howard Hiatt, Joan Chandler, Donna Barnish,
Busy Belden, Lilliana O’Donnell, Carolyn Cooper, Lorraine Stewart, Linda Roddy.

We remember in our prayers also the anniversaries of the death of our loved ones, especially: Glorianne Eiss,
Frank Zech, Lillian Anderson, Ben Marquard, Walter Hooper.

Other intercessions may be offered.

The Presider concludes with this or a similar Collect.

Presider: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in
our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Assembly: And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of peace.

Necessary announcements may be made at this time.

Anthem
Lift up your heads, ye gates Andreas Hammerschmidt

Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be lifted up, eternal doors
that the king of Glory may enter.

Who is this marvelous King of Glory?
He is the Lord, strong and mighty in battle.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Offering and Preparation of the Table
An offering is collected, and the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward to the
altar. The people stand as the Presider faces the table.
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer C

Assembly responds in bold.
Presider: The Lord be with you.
Assembly: And also with you.
Presider: Lift up your hearts.
Assembly: We lift them to the Lord.
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Assembly: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider: God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason,
and skill. You made us stewards of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your
trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your righteous
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill
your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, martyrs,
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them
your glory, in their unending hymn:
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Sanctus: S-124

Intoned first by the cantor, then sung by all

Presider: On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave
it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his coming.

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world around us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal.
Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation
to generation. AMEN.
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Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Assembly: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept,

then is intoned first by the cantor followed by all.

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at St. Mary’s. As you come forward, please hold your hands out to
receive the consecrated bread (for the time being, we are not sharing consecrated wine). There are gluten-free wafers
available upon request. If you prefer not to receive communion, but desire to receive a blessing instead, please cross your
arms over your chest, and the clergy will pray with you.
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The Postcommunion Prayer All stand

Presider: Let us pray. Loving God,
Assembly: we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Hymn: 104 Andujar - The Hymnal 1982

The Presider prays this prayer over the people

Presider: Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer
death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

The Dismissal

The Deacon dismisses the people.

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.

The Clergy, Choir, and People depart in silence

Music is reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net # A-704449

Today is the deadline for submitting your Memorials and Thank Offerings for
Easter. Forms are available in the narthex for your convenience.

Please make your check payable to St. Mary’s Church.
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Please Note:

During Holy Week, we will only be livestreaming
the 10:15 A.M. Easter Day service.

Join Ms. Deb in the courtyard after the 10:15 A.M. Easter Day service for our Easter Egg
Hunt. We will gather around the patio table to decorate our bags, as you get instructions on
how to hunt for the 100 eggs hiding in the garden. Parents are welcome to help their little

ones.
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