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2021 Annual Meeting Agenda 

February 7, 2021 
 

Opening Prayer  
 

 
Greeting-Stacie Dinse, Senior Warden 
 
 
Approval of Minutes of 2020 Annual Meeting 

 
 
Rector’s Address 
 
 
Vestry Nominations-Sol Parenti, Junior Warden     

1. Nominations for Vestry 
a. New Members with Terms expiring January 2024 

i. Jason Aldrin 
ii. Sarah Hanly 

iii. Kate Hannigan 
b. Current Vestry Member to serve additional year (expiring January 2022) 

     i. Daisy Bowe 
       c.   Current Senior Warden to serve additional year (term expiring January         

 2022) 
                  i. Stacie Dinse 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Budget Presentation 
 
 
Invite. Welcome. Connect-Video Introduction 
  
 
Election of Vestry Members 
 
 
Adjournment  
 
 
 

  
  

   February 7, 2021 Annual  Meeting Agenda 
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Annual Church Meeting 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Park Ridge 
January 26, 2020 
 

Father Patrick Skutch called the meeting to order at 10:43 am with a prayer.  Fr. Patrick 

mentioned that the full annual report can be found online.* There was a motion to approve last 

year’s annual meeting minutes which were approved. 

New Senior Warden Stacie Dinse discussed the Vestry’s three core values - invitation, 

discipleship and service.  She introduced this year’s slate of Vestry candidates - Nancy Swanson, 

Patti Landreth for Treasurer and Sol Parenti for Junior Warden.  Vestry members serve 3-year 

terms with Wardens serving 2-year terms.  Father Patrick added that Vestry news is always on 

the bulletin board.  He acknowledged and thanked outgoing Vestry members Trish Morris 

(Senior Warden), Susan Bruce (Treasurer) and Scott Schiave.  Father Patrick also discussed 

upcoming services including the February 23 visit of Bishop Jeffrey Lee which will be his last 

visit to St. Mary’s before his retirement. 

Trish Morris discussed plans for the 125th anniversary of St. Mary’s and gave a review of the 

history of St. Mary’s.  The task force to plan the anniversary includes the Aldrins, the Mannings 

and the Morrises.  A September 25, 2020 celebration at the Park Ridge Country Club as well a 

other events will take place during the year. 

Father Patrick reported for Jackie Totsch on the first year of our One Big Thing project - Sunday 

Night suppers which we co-host with Park Ridge Presbyterian Church.  The suppers are going 

very well.  Approximately 70 guests are served each week and 47 parishioners have 

participated.  Father Patrick encouraged parishioners to participate by contacting Volunteer 

Coordinator, Jackie Totsch. 

Susan Bruce discussed the 2019 statement and 2020 budget.  Due to costs for properties, we 

had a slight loss in net income.  We expect to break even this year.  Father Patrick discussed the 

effect of the Stewardship Campaign upon the budget, diocesan giving and upcoming repair on 

the organ and installation of handrails.  There were several questions about the funds in St. 

Mary’s accounts which can be found online.* 

John Kreger discussed the Endowment Fund which will be a focus of this year’s 125th 

Anniversary.  His committee will be approaching us to add to the list of donors to the 

Endowment fund. 

Trish led members through Vestry and Warden elections and all candidates were approved. 

Fr. Patrick asked for a motion to adjourn which was moved and seconded.  Meeting adjourned 

11:41 am, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Yee Reid, Clerk of the Vestry 

ST. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting, February 7, 2020 

 

Annual Meeting  Agenda 
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Stacie Dinse   (1 additional year as Senior Warden) 
Stacie, along with her husband Kurt, has attended St. Mary’s since the spring of 
2003.   During that time two boys (Jack, 13 and Max ,10) joined the family.  She   
works as Director of Marketing for a manufacturing company in Mt Prospect 
Rauland Ametek).   During her time at St. Mary’s, she has spent the last 10 years 
working in the Atrium with our  youngest Sunday school attendees and more 
recently following Dawn Steffen’s lead with Second Sunday Sack Lunches.  This 
has been especially fulfilling as it’s something the whole family does 

together.  In her   free time, Stacie likes to travel, read and cheer for the Cubs.  Stacie has just completed a 
year on the vestry   and is excited about serving as warden during her next two year term.  

  
 
 

Daisy J. Bowe  (1 additional year on Vestry) 
My husband Rob and I joined St. Mary’s when we moved from Chicago to Park 
Ridge in 2004 and consider it an extension of our family. Our daughters Molly 
(13) and Eliza (11) were both baptized at St. Mary’s, and Molly was recently 
confirmed here.  We are active in several St. Mary’s ministries – Youth Group, 
Treble and Bell Choirs, Acolyting and the 2018 Stewardship Campaign. I am 
humbled to be nominated to Vestry and am eager to offer my time and energy to 
this ministry. Before I became a stay-at-home mom, I worked in the Education 
and Exhibitions departments at The Field Museum of Natural History and then 
with Gift Giving for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. For the past three 
state and national elections I have been an election judge and plan to continue in 

future elections. I have a Master’s degree in Written Communication. My thesis was a young adult 
historical story about Samuel Johnson who, in 1755 wrote the first, most complete English dictionary. 
When I am not volunteering at my daughters’ middle school, driving them to various activities, I love to 
be near the ocean, listen to music, spend time with our two cats, read, garden, work out and to be with 
family and friends. 

 
 
              Kate Hannigan     (three  -  year Vestry  term)  

  
My family moved to Park Ridge in 2013, however we have been sitting in the back 
pews at St. Mary's since 2008.  We became more consistent in attendance once our 
children, Rosie and Sam, were born. St. Mary's has been a warm hug and safe place 
for us throughout the years.  I have found a sense of community and shared purpose 
in St. Mary's different outreach programs and volunteer opportunities. I’m currently 
a stay at home mom, but spent the last 15 years working as a consultant for 
institutional investment firms.  I volunteer locally, helping resettled refugees in the 
Chicago area.  I enjoy exploring and traveling, from cross country road trips to 
weekend getaways.   
 

 
 
 

2021 St. Mary’s Vestry Nominees 
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        Sarah Hanly    (three  -  year Vestry  term)   

 
My name is Sarah Hanly.  I have been a member of St. Mary's since 
2012.  My husband, Paul, and I have two children, Molly (12) and PJ 
(11), who have attended our youth program since they were little.  I 
work as an assistant principal at Lane Tech College Prep High School in 
Chicago.   I have been involved in various ministries at St. Mary's over 
the years including being a reader, a Sunday school teacher, a youth 
formation committee member, and a coffee hour host.  My family 
(including my mom, Molly, who is also a parishioner) and I enjoy 
participating in Second Sunday Sack Lunches and the Christmas basket 

program.   I love the people here at St. Mary's.  Everyone is so kind and friendly, and I look forward to 
coffee hour chats and the service oriented spirit of this congregation.  I am a cradle Episcopalian, and I have 
fond memories of the church throughout various phases of my life, even as I have lived in multiple 
locations in the United States.  It has always been a steady support system for me.  I look forward to 
providing that support to others in my role as a vestry member. 

 
 

Jason Aldrin    (three  -  year Vestry  term)   
 

I have been a proud member of St. Mary’s with my wife Eileen since roughly 
2000.  Eileen is a womb to tomb Episcopal and I made the official move and was 
welcomed by the Bishop sometime around 2003.  Eileen and I were blessed with 
two daughters.  Our younger daughter, the beautiful, courageous, May Louise, 
passed away when she was 5.  Her time at St. Mary’s are some of our fondest 
memories.  There are few places I feel closer to her than at St. Mary’s.  Our older 
daughter, the unpredictable, ever-glowing Grace, is currently a sophomore at the 
University of Iowa.  She’ll have you know she was a Captain of the Acolytes.  
Eileen is a Chicago Public School Teacher and I work in the funeral industry for 
Batesville Casket Company. This will be my second time serving on the vestry and 
I look forward to reconnecting in new ways.   
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FINANCIAL REPORT/2021 BUDGET   
Patti Landreth 
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The Endowment Fund Committee manages the Church’s endowment funds according to Vestry policies, as defined 
by the Endowment Charter. Committee members are John Kreger, chair, Joe Baldi, Steven Bruce, Robbie Dorsey, 
Michael Kostyk and Anne Schiave. The rector, incumbent wardens and treasurer are advisory, non-voting members 
of the Committee.  
 
The goal of the Endowment historically has been to provide funds for the operating budget, while providing for 
inflation protection and growth of the portfolio. To this end, the Fund has contributed approximately $3.8 million 
since its inception in 1989 to St. Mary’s to support operating expenses and periodic capital improvements ($2.7 
million for operating expenses and $1.1 million for capital improvements).    
 
The Endowment funds are now managed by Brinker Capital and Lincoln Financial. The fund’s investments are 
typically allocated approximately 60% in common stocks, 30% in fixed income, and 10% in alternatives such as 
real estate. However given strong market appreciation in the last few years, we have opted to hold a larger-than-
normal portion in cash. At year end, the fund’s precise allocation was 60% equities, 26% fixed income, 7% 
alternatives, and 7% cash.  
 
As of December 31, 2020, the market value of St. Mary’s Endowment Fund was $1,229,542.  
 
The Vestry approved a transfer from the Endowment of $71,000 to the operating budget of the parish for 2020. 
This amount was equal to 5.9% of the average end-of-quarter market value of the Endowment Fund over the eight 
quarters from 12/31/17 to 9/30/19. Looking ahead to 2021, the ordinary distribution to the operating fund is 
expected to be $70,000 (just below 6.0% of the fund’s average balance from 12/31/18 to 9/30/20).  
 
In one of the many ironies of 2020, the year turned out to be a positive one for most asset classes despite the 
pandemic and resulting recession. Extremely low interest rates, government stimulus, and a surprising rebound in 
consumer spending all contributed to the gains despite a very bad first quarter. The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index 
increased 16% for the full year, while the S&P 400 Midcap climbed 12%. International stock markets did almost as 
well, with the MSCI developed economy index up 8% and the emerging market index up 25%. The Barclays U.S. 
Aggregate Bond Index was up 7.5%, reflecting a large decline in interest rates. Overall, the blended benchmark we 
use to assess the fund’s performance was up 10% for the full year.  
 
In comparison, the investment performance of St. Mary’s Endowment Fund was an increase of 8.5%, net of all fees. 
Considering both investment performance and the annual transfer to the operating budget, the market value of the 
Endowment Fund increased 2.6% from $1,198,758 at the beginning of the year to $1,229, 542 at year end. In 
conclusion, the Endowment’s returns in 2020 were better than feared, and slightly more than would be expected in 
a “normal year”. We enter 2021 with a more cautious outlook, and therefore are holding enough cash to fully fund 
the anticipated 2021 distribution.               
 
Respectfully submitted by the Endowment Fund Committee, 

John Kreger, Chair Joe Baldi         Steven Bruce  
Robbie Dorsey  Michael Kostyk        Anne Schiave  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT OF ST. MARY’S ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 
Year Ended December 31, 2020 

John Kreger 
 

2018 2019 2020

BRINKER CAPITAL 1,021,861$     1,133,549$     1,164,329$     

LINCOLN FINANCIAL 77,151            65,209            65,213            

          TOTAL INVESTED 1,099,012$     1,198,758$     1,229,542$     

ENDOWMENT FUND ASSETS
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Active Baptized Members reported in 2020  
(To be reported on March 1, 2021 Parochial Report ):  281 

 
(For Statistical purposes, St. Mary’s reports as members only Active Baptized Members  

as defined by the Canons 
 

          Average Sunday Attendance: (Jan 1 thru March 1) = 125 
        Average Wednesday Attendance:  (Jan 1 thru March 1) = 8 

 
 
                       
 

 
                                    2020 
 
Adult Formation                                                                               150 
  
Children’s Formation Events                                                         25 
                  (outside of  Sunday) 
 
Fellowship                                                     N/A                                                                   
 
Music      (outside of  Sunday)                                                        N/A                                                                              
 
Outreach                                                                                           420 
 
Sunday Night Suppers:                                   50 
Second Saturday Sack Lunches:                250    
(3,200 meals served to:) 

 The Night Ministry 
 Breakthrough shelter for Women/Men 
 Grace House 
 Franciscan House of  Mary and Joseph 
 Altgeld and Garfield Park 

Revive Center:                                                   30                                           
Exodus Donations                                            75 
CCA Tutoring                                                       6 
Social Justice                      9                  
                                                                               

St. Mary’s by the Numbers — 2020 
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