
BEYOND THE PLATE:  MAKING "CENTS" OF OUR ANNUAL GIVING 
 

For the past two months the Vestry has been sharing with you its perspective on what 
stewardship is and the importance of committing to an annual pledge to support the important 
work of St. Mary's.  But there are also spiritual and personal benefits to giving as well.  In this 
week's installment of "Beyond the Plate: Making "Cents" of Our Annual Giving", we asked 
Father Patrick to share his perspective on the principles and benefits of Christian giving.  
 

Spiritual Principles for Christian Giving 
 

Bonny and I are often contacted by institutions important to us and to our family asking if we 
would be willing to contribute financial resources to their work and mission. Recently, the 
university where Bonny and I attended college called and asked if I would be willing to make a 
monthly donation to their annual scholarship fund. Almost impulsively, I said yes! I don’t know 
exactly why I said yes in that moment, and it wasn’t a large amount of money, but it felt joyful 
to say yes to giving. 
 
Of course, we often give to our faith communities for some of the same reasons we give to 
other important institutions in our lives. We belief in their purpose and mission. We are 
renewed and nourished by the ministry of our churches. 
 
And yet, I have discovered over the years that giving to the church is for me about far more 
than what the church needs . It is also about my need to be generous, about the joy that comes 
with saying “yes” and giving.  I believe we all have a spiritual need to give. 
 
I’ve also come to discover that there are some important principles that define Christian giving 
and lead to personal joy and growth, principles deeply ingrained in the Bible and in the 
Christian spiritual tradition. Here are a few of them: 
 
1.) Gratitude to God: Christian giving begins with gratitude.  Indeed, the life of Jesus is defined 
by his gratitude to God for God’s abundant love and his desire to share that love with others.  
“Consider the lilies of the field,” Jesus told his disciples, urging them not to be consumed with 
worry about material things, and to consider the goodness of God right in front of them 
(Matthew 6: 25-30).  Taking a minute to acknowledge the blessings in our lives can help us to 
be more generous. 
 
2.) Trust in God: I have found that trust in God is a deeply important part of Christian giving. If I 
am confident in the goodness and generosity of God, I am more able to let go of what I have 
and share it with others. One of the things that can hold back giving is the fear of not having 
enough (and of course we all have to give according to our means). In Philippians, St. Paul 
writes, “And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19) Trust in God helps to unlock us from the grip of worry and fear 
and open us up to generous living. 
 



3.) Joy: In 2nd Corinthians, Paul writes, “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2nd Corinthians 9: 7) 
Giving to our faith communities is meant to be an act of joy. We are to give, not simply out of 
duty or obligation, but with rejoicing and praise to God. There are many checks I write each 
month that are necessary, but do not give me joy. Giving to St. Mary’s gives me joy. And when 
we give joyfully and freely, we honor God with our gifts. 
 
4.) Perspective: Lastly, generosity can help us to have proper perspective on the role of money 
in our lives. Money can hold great power over us. It can be a source or fear, anxiety, and stress. 
It can be attained and used solely for our own enrichment, or it can be used to bless others.  
Jesus talked about money more than just about anything else, and he taught frequently about 
the need to place money it its proper place in our lives, recognizing that our faith is ultimately 
in God, not in wealth (Luke 9:25, Luke 12: 13-15).  My monthly pledge is a visual symbol to me 
to breathe, to understand that I am not defined by money, and to put money in its proper 
place. Ultimately, it reminds me that everything I have belongs to God, and that I am to be a 
steward of what God has given me. 
 
As you contemplate your own call to generosity, perhaps these spiritual principles and 
scriptures may be helpful to you as they have been to me. May you discover joy in sharing 
God’s blessings to you! 
 
 


